
Security And Safety For Alleditor’s note

A 
big change has recently happened in the UAE, and its full impact will be 

understood only from the end of this month, when the new academic year 

begins. We refer to the new child protection law that came into effect in the 

middle of June this year.

The reason its impact will be fully clear only from end August is that all community 

members have been made responsible for the welfare of children, and the role of educators 

in child abuse prevention is thought to be particularly important. Children spend a large part 

of their day at school, and teachers are in the best position to read signs of trauma caused 

by abuse.

Parents, too, have been made legally accountable for harm caused to their children 

through lack of supervision, severe corporal punishment, or blatant violation of traffic 

safety rules.

Another aspect of child safety has been explored in a report that looks at the impact of 

divorce on young minds. Parents who are separating need to put their children first and find 

ways to help them cope up thoughout the separation process, so that they don’t grow up to 

be troubled adults. This is an important aspect of social security.

At 999, we’re always looking at countering ways in which some individuals – unwittingly 

or deliberately – disturb social peace and damage the financial security of the public. 

Thanks to the reach of the Internet, a number of new problems have to be dealt with, as 

more and more criminals are exploiting its speed, convenience and anonymity to commit a 

diverse range of criminal activities.

One such problem is rumour-mongering. This has become a matter of concern because 

of posts going ‘viral’, without anyone checking the veracity of post contents. It’s more 

serious still when the rumour has to do with food, nutrition or health – there have been 

absolutely unfounded rumours about how a fruit seed can poison people, or how a drink 

colouring can cause cancer. These cause panic and hurt businesses.

Our cover story this month tackles each of these rumours that have surfaced in the UAE 

since the beginning of 2016, reminding people that fuelling rumours is a legal offence. In a 

country as well-regulated as the UAE, where all food, either raw or processed, go through 

stringent checks, it’s unwise to fall victim to these imaginary scares.

Yet another fallout of the Internet is the way users are conned into believing they’re 

dealing with honest people, when in reality, the person lurking behind an e-commerce site 

or a message of distress is nothing but a thief. Our report on cybercrimes has smart tips 

from the Abu Dhabi Police to avoid being badly cheated.

With all that talk of troublemakers, if worry lines have furrowed your brow, head for Abu 

Dhabi Summer Season 2016, now in its second month. With music, theatre and great comics 

taking the stage, August is a month of entertainment, as you see in ‘Spotlight’. 

And last but not the least, this month marks the 50th anniversary of a momentous 

occasion – that of the first President, the late Sheikh Zayed, becoming the Ruler of Abu 

Dhabi. That was the beginning of our march of progress, and we celebrate Sheikh Zayed’s 

greatest gift to the nation – the gift of knowledge – in this issue. We were blessed to have 

him with us; his influence still guides our lives. 
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President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan has issued a number of special federal laws, 
including one amending Federal Law No. 45/1992 
pertaining to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and one on 
regulating of the competencies of the National Media 
Council.

HH Sheikh Khalifa also issued federal laws on combating 
cybercrimes and judicial fees at federal courts. 
Information Technology Crimes

HH Sheikh Khalifa also issued Federal Law No. 
12/2016 amending Federal Law No. 5/2012 on 
combating information technology crimes.

Article 1 provides for replacing the text of Article 9 of 

Khalifa issues new UAE federal laws
newsnews

President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan has issued new decrees, appointing three 
under-secretaries for three UAE Federal Ministries. The 
decrees took effect on the date of issuance on13th July, 
2016.

President HH Sheikh Khalifa issued Federal 
Decree No. 114 of 2016, appointing Abdulrahman 
Mohammed Al Hammadi as Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Education for Control and Support Services.

President appoints new under-secretaries
For the Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratisation 

for Human Resources Affairs, the President has issued 
Federal Decree No. 113 of 2016, promoting Saif 
Ahmed Musabah Al Suwaidi as its new Under-Secretary.

President HH Sheikh Khalifa has also issued Federal 
Decree No.112 of 2016, appointing Nasser Thani 
Juma Mohammed Al Hamili as Under-Secretary of the 
Ministry of Human Resources and Emiratisation for 
Emiratisation Affairs. 

Federal Law No. 9/2012 as follows: “Whoever uses a 
fraudulent computer network protocol address (IP address) 
by using a false address or a third-party address by any 
other means for the purpose of committing a crime or 
preventing its discovery, shall be punished by temporary 
imprisonment and a fine of no less than Dh500,000 
and not exceeding Dh2,000,000, or either of these two 
penalties.”
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Federal Law No. 10/2016 amends some of the 
provisions of Federal Law No. 45/1992 on regulating the 
work of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The first article of the law, published in the latest issue 
of the Official ‘Gazette’, changes the text of Clause 10 
of Article 2 of Federal Law No. 45/1992 and replaces 
it with a new statement, saying: “Issuance and renewal 
of diplomatic and special passports for nationals of 
the state as well as service passports. Specifying the 
eligible groups (of people) and rules for issuing these 
passports as an exception from the provisions of Federal 
Law No. 17/1972 on naturalisation and passports and 
amendments. A diplomatic or special passport is given to 
groups of people, who are not specified in the previous 
clause, excluding their families, and by virtue of a decision 
made by the President or the Vice-President of the State, 
based on a proposal from the Foreign Minister.”
National Media Council  

HH Sheikh Khalifa also issued Federal Law No. 11/ 
2016 regulating the competencies of the National Media 
Council.  

According to the law, the National Media Council is 
the federal government body established to oversee and 
undertake the media affairs of the United Arab Emirates. It 
has corporate character, an independent budget and the 
legal capacity required to undertake all activities to ensure 
achievement of its goals. It is a government body affiliated 
with the Cabinet and shall have its seat in Abu Dhabi City. 
The Council may set up branches and offices inside and 
outside the UAE.
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Vice President and Prime Minister 
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai His 
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, in presence of HH 
Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, Crown Prince of 
Dubai, inaugurated the Saruq Al Hadid 
Museum at Al Shindagha in Bur Dubai.

The museum displays thousands 
of golden, bronze and iron pieces, 
discovered at the Saruq Al Hadid 
archaeological site in the Rub Al Khali 
desert, south of the emirate of Dubai. 
The museum also features fossil remains 
of animals and fish, in addition to 
ancient clay pots.

HH Sheikh Mohammed watched a 
show detailing his discovery of Saruq Al 
Hadid site. The site was discovered by 
HH Sheikh Mohammed while flying in 
a helicopter over the area. He noticed 
sand dunes with darker colours than 
their surroundings.

HH Sheikh Mohammed returned to 
the area in 2002, with Emirati expert 
and international archaeologists, who 
established that it was inhabited by 
Arab tribes 5,000 years ago.

Mohammed bin Rashid inaugurates Saruq Al Hadid museum

At the end of his tour, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed said he was pleased with 
this important finding and expressed 
pride at the UAE’s rich history as a key 
link for different civilisations.

He praised the efforts of Dubai 
Municipality and the Emirati and 
international archaeologists exploring 
this important site. He also said he was 
delighted at the selection of the Sheikh 
Juma bin Maktoum Al Maktoum to host 
findings of Saruq Al Hadid.

“Museums reflect the culture of the 
nation. They symbolise ancient and 
modern civilisation of the country and 

a nation that has no history, has no 
identity,” he added.

Present were HH Sheikh Mansour 
bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Mohammed Ahmed al 
Murr, HE Mohammad bin Abdullah Al 
Gergawi, Minister of Cabinet Affairs 
and the Future, HE Sultan bin Saeed 
Al Mansouri, Minister of Economy, HE 
Abdul Rahman bin Mohammad bin 
Nasser Al Owais, Minister of Health 
and Prevention, HE Reem bint Ibrahim 
Al Hashemi, Minister of State for 
International Cooperation, and other 
senior officials.

Vice President dubs Dubai airport ‘Gate of Peace’

deep-rooted civilisation.
During his tour, HH Sheikh 

Mohammed inquired about passenger 
traffic and facilities provided by the 
entities concerned.

HH Sheikh Mohammed, 
accompanied by HH Sheikh Hamdan 
bin Mohammad bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, Crown Prince of Dubai, 
and HH Sheikh Ahmad bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum, President of Dubai Civil 
Aviation and Chairman and CEO of 

Emirates airlines and group, checked 
on the comfort and safety of the airport’s 
users.

He visited Terminal 3 dedicated to 
Emirates airlines where he viewed the 
travel procedures and the completion of 
passengers’ transactions on board the 
Emirates’ fleet of aircraft.

HH Sheikh Mohammed also listened 
to a presentation by Major-General 
Obaid Muhair Al Ketbi, Deputy Director-
General of GDRFA, on the importance 
of the room dedicated to processing 
and analysing passengers’ data 
electronically.

He also visited Concourse A and B 
in Terminal 3 which are connected by 
Dubai Metro.

HH Sheikh Mohammad expressed his 
satisfaction with the travel procedures 
and luggage inspection and stamping 
of passports and good treatment offered 
to the passengers by the airport staff. 

His HigHness Sheikh Mohammed 
bin Rashid Al Maktoum, Vice President 
and Prime Minister of the UAE and 
Ruler of Dubai, has termed Dubai 
International Airport as the ‘Gate of 
Peace’ that links East and West.

Touring the airport’s facilities and 
reviewing the processes, HH Sheikh 
Mohammed also said the airport serves 
as a window through which people 
around the world can have a glimpse of 
the UAE and learn about its culture and 
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newsnews

tHrOUgH the initiative of His 
Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, and the follow-up of Sheikh 
Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy 
Chairman of Abu Dhabi Executive 
Council, the Abu Dhabi Monitoring 
and Control Centre (ADMCC) 
announced the launch of the ‘Falcon 
Eye’ system throughout the capital 
city.

Falcon Eye is a complete central 
system that receives live feed from 

His HigHness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy Supreme 
Commander of the UAE Armed Forces, and HH Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani, the Emir of Qatar, have 
examined ways of promoting fraternal relations between the 
two countries and their people, as well as overall regional 
and international issues of common concern.

This came when the Emir of Qatar received HH Sheikh 
Mohamed bin Zayed, and the delegation accompanying 
him, at the Sea Palace in Doha.

HH Sheikh Mohamed conveyed to the Emir of Qatar, 
greetings of President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan and his wishes for Qatar and its people 
for further progress and prosperity.

The Emir of Qatar requested Sheikh Mohamed to convey 
greetings to HH Sheikh Khalifa as well as his wishes for 
further progress and prosperity for the people of the UAE.

During the meeting, attended by HH Sheikh Tahnoun bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, National Security Adviser, and HH Sheikh 
Mansour bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Abu Dhabi rolls out ‘Falcon Eye’ under Crown Prince’s directives

Mohamed bin Zayed, Emir of Qatar discuss fraternal cooperation

surveillance equipment installed across 
the city and provides smart warnings 
and allows quick access to events 
and incidents. The system offers other 
functions and features that correspond 
with the needs of key ADMCC partners 
at the service and security levels.

The system links thousands of 
cameras spread across Abu Dhabi, 
as well as thousands of other cameras 
installed at vital facilities and buildings 
in the emirate, via an electronic 
interface. The system will help facilitate 
notifications and monitor and limit law 
violations.

The system will mainly assist Abu 
Dhabi entities concerned with traffic 
monitoring, and will facilitate the 
management of traffic intersections 
to increase their efficiency and limit 
congestion during peak hours.

Major General Mohammad Khalfan 
Al Romaithi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Abu Dhabi Police and ADMCC Board 
Chairman, said the system was “part 
of the vision of the emirate of Abu 
Dhabi to pursue its efforts to build 
a confident and safe society, and a 
sustainable and globally open and 
competitive economy.”

Minister of Presidential Affairs, the pair examined ways of 
bolstering and promoting fraternal ties in all spheres to serve 
the common interests of the two countries and their peoples.

They also stressed the importance of enhancing co-
ordination and consultation within the framework of the 
progress being made by the Cooperation Council of the 
Arab States of the Gulf (GCC) so as to support the joint 
GCC action to counter various challenges.
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Interior Minister: Terrorism is enemy of humanity

in the presence of Lt General His Highness Sheikh 
Saif bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of the Interior, the General Authority for Islamic 
Affairs and Endowment, GAIAE, has honoured the Dar 
Al Ber Society, DABS, for its exceptional commitment to 
the service of the Holy Quran.

Several of the young girls enrolled in the Society’s ‘Ber 
Quran Memorisation Project’ managed to take advanced 
positions in the 7th edition of the annual Quran 
Memorisation contest run by the authority.

Dr Mohammed Mattar Al Kaabi, Chairman of GAIAE, 
honoured Dar Al Ber Society and its excellent Quran 
memorisers in a special ceremony that was held at the 

Saif bin Zayed attends GAIAE event
Armed Forces Officers Club in Abu Dhabi.

Hassan Saleh Al Ali, Manager of the Endowment 
and Resources Development Department of DABS, 
represented the society at the celebrations, which were 
attended by a number of senior officials and dignitaries.

The ten-category Quran competition saw outstanding 
participation from Quran study centres across all 
emirates, along with some correctional facilities across 
the country.

Asma Abdulqader Al Rais, Head of Women Affairs 
Sector at DABS, said that five students in the Ber Quran 
Memorisation Project secured top positions in the 
nationwide contest.

Lt generaL HH Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of the Interior, met 
with Lt General Sheikh Rashid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Interior 
Minister of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, and his delegation.

The two sides exchanged cordial 
talks on a number of issues of 
mutual interest.

The Ambassador of Bahrain to 
the UAE, Mohammed bin Hamad 
Saqr Al Maawda, and a number 
of UAE and Bahraini police officers 
attended the meeting.

Saif bin Zayed meets Bahrain’s Interior Minister

Lt generaL His Highness Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior, 
has extended condolences to the families and loved ones 
of the victims of the terrorist incident which took place in 
the French city of Nice on the evening of 14th July, 2016, 
describing terrorism as an enemy of humanity.

In a series of tweets on his Twitter account, HH Sheikh 
Saif said the diversity of the races and religions of the 
victims is proof that terrorism is enemy of humanity.

He stressed the need for a concerted action to uproot 
terrorism.

“The victims of the crime in Nice are from all races, 
nationalities and religion. Terrorism is an enemy of all 
humanity,” he said.

HH Sheikh Saif added: “We will counter and uproot this 
ugly monster, terrorism, as one cohesive team.”
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Lt generaL Saif Abdullah Al 
Sha’far, Undersecretary at the Ministry 
of Interior, discussed with Dr Jamal 
Mohammed Al Hosani, Director 
General of the National Crisis and 
Emergency Management Authority 
(NCEMA), ways of enhancing co-
operation in all relevant areas. The 
discussion includes a mechanism to 
unite the two organisations’ efforts in 
dealing with emergencies and crises.

Several topics of mutual interest 
were discussed at the meeting, along 
with exchanging experiences in joint 
planning for emergency management. 
One of those topics was pulling 
together the efforts of different state 
institutions to formulate national policies 
on crisis response.

The meeting was attended by 

tHe Ministry of Interior (MoI), as of 
mid-July 2016, has started working 
with the electronic visas issued within 
the ministry’s smart services, and 
withheld issuing visa on arrival for 
residents of the Gulf Co-operation 
Council and GCC residents’ 
companions at all airports, as well 
as other categories stipulated in the 
ministerial resolution No. 377 for 
2014.

Major General Khalifa Hareb Al 
Khaiaili, Assistant Undersecretary of the 
Ministry of Interior for Naturalisation, 
Residency and Ports, explained that 

Al Sha’far discusses co-operation in emergency management

Al Khaiaili explains changes in entry and exit regulations

Major General Jasim Mohamed Al 
Marzouqi, Commander-in-Chief of 
Civil Defence; Brigadier Faris Khalifa 
Al Farsi, Director General of Central 
Operations; Brigadier Mohamed 
Abdullah Al Nuaimi, Director General 
of Fire Prevention and Safety Affairs; 
Brigadier Engineer Husain Ahmed Al 
Harthi, Director General of Electronic 
Services and Telecommunications; 
Colonel Abdelaziz Al Ahmad, Director 
of the Federal Security Information 
Department; Lt Colonel Dr Salim 
Abdullah Al Habsi, and Lt Colonel 
Suliman Ali of the General Directorate 
of Central Operations.

From the NCEMA, the meeting was 
attended by Saif Mohamed Arhama Al 
Shamsi, Deputy Director General of the 
Authority; Obied Abdulah Al Shamsi, 

this action came within the framework 
of the Naturalisation, Residency and 
Ports Sector’s keenness to facilitate 
procedures and transactions for all 
visitors, who were GCC residents and 
their companions before they arrived at 
the UAE ports of entry, in order to offer 
them high-quality services.

Al Khaiaili stressed that the 
department always makes an 
effort to create newer and more 
sophisticated mechanisms for excellent 
service, matching the progress and 
development in various fields in the 
country. 

and Khalid Hashil Al Nuaimi.  
In other news, Al Sha’far met a 

delegation from the National Search 
and Rescue Centre (NSRC), headed by 
Mohamed bin Barrak Al Zahiri, Deputy 
Director General of the Centre.

They discussed issues of common 
concern and ways to promote co-
operation, besides activating lines 
of communication between the main 
operations centre and operations rooms 
in police headquarters in the state.

On the MoI side, the meeting 
was attended by Brigadier Al Farsi, 
Brigadier Al Harithi, Lt Colonel Al 
Habsi and Lt Colonel Ali. From the 
NSRC, the meeting was attended by 
Mohamed Hamad Ali Al Mansouri, 
Mansour Faisal Al Kathiri, and Rashid 
Ahmad Al Naqbi.
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Al Menhali attends lecture on ‘occupational happiness’

Al Khaiaili explains changes in entry and exit regulations

tHe Ministry of Interior (MoI) 
organised a lecture on ‘Occupational 
Happiness’ in the auditorium of the 
ministry headquarters in Abu Dhabi.    

The lecture covered an explanation 
of the elements of occupational 
happiness; the standards for 
achieving happiness; the perspective 
of institutional happiness; how it 
affects and gets affected by various 
factors; and the most important 
theories and concepts associated 
with happiness.

Major General Mohammed bin 
Al Awadhi Al Menhali, Assistant 

Undersecretary of the Ministry of 
Interior for Resources and Support 
Services, spoke at the programme, 
and said that the UAE leadership 
had shown the way in the area of 
occupational happiness, making 
happiness a national goal, and making 
it the basis of state institutions’ work.

Al Menhali said that MoI, as a 
government body, had responded to 
the official vision, under the directives 
of Lt General His Highness Sheikh Saif 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Interior.

The ministry, he said, worked to 

exceed expectations in the way it 
offered services, thus contributing to 
social well-being and empowerment.

The lecture was attended by Major 
General Salem Mubarak Al Shamsi, 
Director General of Finance and 
Support Services; Brigadier General 
Mohammed Obaid Al Zahiri, Director 
General of Human Resources; 
Brigadier General Mohammed Ali Al 
Marzouqi of the General Directorate 
of Financial and Support Services; 
and a number of officers, non-
commissioned officers and female staff 
from MoI.

Al Nuaimi urges public to use child protection hotline
MajOr General Dr Nasser 
Lakhreibani Al Nuaimi, Secretary 
General of the Office of HH the Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, 
and Chairman of the Higher Committee 
for Child Protection, said that the 
Ministry of Interior (MoI) was looking 
to promote co-operation with the 
community through the Federal Child 
Protection Centre hotline (116111). 

This, he said, was an important step 
towards preventing child abuse and 
protecting them. The hotline is useful for 
counselling, support and taking action 
in this aspect.

Al Nuaimi added that MoI was 
doing everything in its power to 

provide excellent services according 
to the best international standards 
to strengthen public confidence and 
promote family awareness. He noted 
the role of the family in protecting 
children.

Major Dana Al Marzouqi, Acting 
Director of the MoI Child Protection 
Centre, confirmed that the centre had 
a policy of confidentiality in cases 
involving child abuse. He reminded 
parents of their legal responsibilities, 
e.i. leaving children unsupervised could 
indicate parental negligence. The CPC 
official emphasised the importance 
of communicating with police stations 
whenever necessary.
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Traffic monitoring gets a boost with ‘Falcon Eye’

MajOr General Ali Abdullah bin 
Alwan Al Nuaimi, Commander-
in-Chief of Ras Al Khaimah 
Police, inspected the workflow in 
the Department of Strategy and 
Performance Development in RAK 
Police. He was accompanied 

tHe Abu Dhabi Monitoring and 
Control Centre (ADMCC) launched 
the ‘Falcon Eye’ system throughout 
the capital city, including Abu Dhabi 
International Airport, main

islands, Bani Yas and Musaffah 
areas.

Falcon Eye is a complete central 
system that receives live feed from 
surveillance equipment installed across 
the city and provides smart warnings 
and allows quick access to events 
and incidents. The system offersother 
functions and features that correspond 
with the needs of key ADMCC partners 
at the service and security levels.

Major General Mohammed Khalfan 
Al Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief 
of Abu Dhabi Police and Chairman 
of ADMCC, said that thelaunch of 
the system was part of Abu Dhabi’s 
vision to build a confident and safe 
society, and a sustainable and globally 
competitive economy.

He said this is an implementation of 
the directives of His Highness Sheikh

Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi and Deputy

by Colonel Tariq Mohammad bin 
Saif, Director of the Commander 
General’s Office, Saif Ahmad, an 
expert in excellence and institutional 
performance, and several officers. They 
were received by Colonel Ali Al Qursi, 
Director of the Department of Strategy 

Supreme Commander of the UAE 
Armed Forces, and the follow-up of 
Sheikh Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan, 
Deputy Chairman of Abu Dhabi 
ExecutiveCouncil, who have stressed 
upon the need to utilise technology and 
visual surveillance to increase security 
and facilitate urban management.

Saeed Saif Al Neyadi, Director 
General of ADMCC, said that the 
development of Abu Dhabi required the 
deployment of latest technologies and 
an environment conducive to further 
progress in this area.

The Falcon Eye links thousands 
of cameras spread across Abu 
Dhabi, as well as thousands of other 
cameras installed at vital facilities 
and buildings in the emirate, via an 
electronic interface, and does smart 
analysis and issues case-by-case 
warnings that call for action from 
relevant entities. The system will help 
facilitate notifications and monitor 
and limit law violations.

The system will help control roads 
by monitoring traffic violations such as 
driving on hard shoulders and illegal 

Inspection visit to strategy dept in RAK Police

and help deal with traffic accidents 
live. The system will also monitor the 
city for behavioural issues like public 
hygiene and incidents like people 
gathering in areas where they are not 
allowed to.

The system will mainly assist Abu 
Dhabi entities concerned with traffic 
monitoring, and will facilitate the 
management of traffic intersections 
to increase their efficiency and limit 
congestion during peakhours.

and Performance Development, 
division heads and branch managers 
and officers in the administration. 

The visit was part of the annual 
plan for inspection tours of all the 
departments and comprehensive 
police stations, within the initiative of 
“strengthening inspection of police 
work,” and based on the seventh 
strategic goal of the Ministry of 
Interior.

The RAK Police chief examined the 
course work and services provided, 
discussed obstacles in the way 
of progress, and searched for the 
best way to optimise plans in order 
to meet standards of quality and 
excellence. He stressed upon the 
General Command’s full support to 
the department being inspected, its 
divisions and affiliated branches.
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Mazeinah chairs Dubai Police Chiefs Council meeting
Security And Safety For All

Development through inspection and award

Brigadier Saif Mohammed Al Zari Al Shamsi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Sharjah Police, attended the 
graduation of the training course ‘Constituent Public 
Relations’, held at the Police Training Institute with the 

Lt generaL Khamis Mattar Al 
Mazeinah, Commander-in-Chief of 
Dubai Police,  chaired the Dubai Police 
Chiefs Council meeting in the presence 
of council members: Major General 
Abdul Rahman Mohammad Rafee, 
Assistant Commander of Community 
Service and Supplies; Major General 
Engineer Mohammed Saif Al Zafeen, 
Assistant Commander of Operations; 
Major General Dr Mohammed Ahmad 
bin Fahad, Assistant Commander for 
Police Academy and Training; Major 
General Khalil Ibrahim Al Mansouri, 
Assistant Commander for the Criminal 
Investigation Department; Major General 
Mohammed Saad Al Sharif, Assistant 
Commander for Administrative Affairs; 

Brigadier Mohammed Ahmed bin Ghanim Al Kaabi, 
Commander-in-Chief of Fujairah Police, visited the staff of 
officers, non-commissioned officers and individuals working at 
the centres and police stations in Fujairah. He also made an 
inspection visit to all departments, sections and units.

Al Kaabi wanted to be sure that all police stations functioned 
round the clock and were ready to deal with all sorts of events. 
He called upon employees to invest their full energy in the 
development of all police services and to perform all tasks to the 
best of their abilities.

In other news, the General Command of Ajman Police 
won the second place award for ‘The Best Strategy in 
the Field of Human Resources Globally’. The award was 
received by Colonel Omar Mohammed Al Shamsi, Director 

and Colonel Dr Ahmed Zaal Al Muhairi, 
Director of the Organising Office 
at Dubai Police Headquarters, and 
Secretary of the Council.

The meeting discussed topics 
pertaining to the development of 
administrative work, the stages of 
implementing Dubai Police strategy, 
action plans of the general directorates 

and police stations, and benchmarks and 
indicators of implementing governance.

The Council, chaired by Al Mazeinah, 
was established by administrative 
decision No. 14 of 2014, and it deals 
with formulating and discussing the 
strategic plans of Dubai Police at three 
levels (long, medium, and short term) and 
appropriate systems of the force.

participation of 11 officers from Sharjah Police. This was 
one in a series of courses organised and supervised by the 
institute, which falls within the strategic plan of the Ministry 
of Interior (MoI).

Al Shamsi stated that graduates of this course were 
the building blocks of the police institution, officers who 
would bear the responsibilities of leadership. He stressed 
on the desire of the General Command of Sharjah Police 
to develop officers’ capabilities, by providing them 
with knowledge and skills through advanced training 
programmes. This was within the strategic plan of the MoI 
in the field of police work.

The police chief affirmed the importance of innovation, 
creativity and teamwork in offering the best police services.

General of Resources and Support Services, in the presence 
of Major Moadad Obaid Al Shamsi, Head of the Strategy 
and Performance Development Division, and First Lieutenant 
Mohammed Jassim Al Balushi, Manager of the Officers’ 
Performance Evaluation Branch.

Graduation of training course at Sharjah Police
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facts & figures Security And Safety For All

The number of registered road accidents across the UAE 

during the Eid holidays, resulting to seven deaths and 74 

injuries, the Ministry of Interior reported. Changing lanes, 

speeding, and not sticking to the right lane are the leading 

causes of the road accidents.

48

The Abu Dhabi Police Central Operations Room received over 

1.2 million calls via the emergency number 999 over the first 

half of this year. Its central office received 801,679 calls; Al 

Ain operations room received 357,617 calls; and the Western 

Region operations room received 68,349.

1.2 million

In partnership with the UAE Ministry of Interior and Abu 

Dhabi Police, the Abu Dhabi Airport has increased the 

speed of passenger processing by 70%, with 2,163,608 

passengers registering the ‘Smart Travel’ system since its 

launch in March.

70%

Following the spread of graphic photographs of a recent 

road crash in Ajman, the UAE Ministry of Interior has issued a 

warning against people posting images and videos of accident 

scenes on social media without permission. The Ministry 

warned that prosecution can result in jail sentences of not less 

than six months or fines of Dh500,000.

dh500,000

300
Policemen on horseback will once again be patrolling the 

streets of various cities of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 10 years 

after the force was withdrawn. The trial will begin in the 

Capital with 60 policemen on horseback, and later they will 

be expanded to the city of Al Ain. As part of the third phase, 

the mounted policemen will be deployed in the cities of the 

Western region.

“Traffic accidents continue to be a serious concern 
because of their ensued adverse effects leading to 
deaths, injuries and other social effects, in addition 
to material losses in property, which cost the 
country huge amounts of money. The “Summer 
Without Accidents” campaign coincides with the 
start of the summer vacation season and land 
travel, which implies increasing precautionary 
measures for the safety of the vehicle, including tire 
safety checks and routine maintenance.”  
Brigadier Ghaith Hassan Al Zaabi, Director General of Traffic Co-ordination 
Department in the Ministry of Interior, speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the 
3rd Summer Without Accidents, the MoI’s consolidated traffic awareness 
campaign 2016.

“The launch of the Falcon Eye system is part of the 
vision of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi to pursue its 
efforts to build a safe society, and a sustainable, 
competitive global economy.”
Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu Dhabi 
Police on stressing the significant contribution of the Falcon Eye system in 
increasing technology and visual surveillance in Abu Dhabi. The system links 
thousands of cameras spread across vital facilities and buildings in the capital city. 
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coluMn

Plan well to keeP staff 
motivated
Sending personnel for training and higher education is vital for 
organisational excellence. But the next stage demands that the 
organisation itself is ready to utilise their new skills

H
uman resources is the most significant element in the 

process of productivity, which also includes capital, 

machinery, raw materials and management. 

Nowadays, training is of growing importance to institutions, 

seeking to attain excellence and high distinction across all 

levels.

Individuals can aid – or hinder – execution, productivity and 

excellence. This awareness compels public and private 

institutions to leverage their performance with efficient skill set 

amongst their employees. From this perspective, every 

institution is duty-bound to give their employees a pivotal role 

in pursuit of significant success. 

To optimise their skills, the most 

important tool is training. It serves as an 

essential investment to achieve 

institutional objectives. 

Ultimately, every training process adds 

value to the institution itself, and equips 

the staff with a range of new skill set. The 

direct value of trainings can be measured 

by increased productivity; while its 

indirect value is visible in commitment, 

and loyalty. 

At the opening ceremony of King 

Abdullah University in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the 

Minister of Higher Education said in his speech that 70,000 

Saudi students had been sent overseas for post-graduate 

studies, adding that this investment in human resources would 

bring great benefits.

The Ministry of Interior, similarly, gives its staff opportunities 

for learning and training through programmes within and 

outside the country. MoI encourages officers and other staff to 

complete their post-graduate studies, keep pace with the 

latest scientific and technological developments, and 

continuously upgrade skills.

As we are reminded every so often, the UAE population 

includes a multitude of nationalities. The training and higher 

education of security staff need to be oriented towards 

The impact of training 
upon an employee can 
be measured by their 
knowledge, skills, 
behavioural changes, 
and methods of 
project execution

Major General Dr Nasser Lakhreibani 
Al Nuaimi, Secretary General of the Office of HH 

the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior 

interacting effectively with this diversity. 

The United States of America spends about $150 billion 

(Dh550.5bn) annually on training. The Abu Dhabi Police 

spends more than Dh600 million on training.

The question is, when will institutions, both in public and 

private sectors, recognise human resources training an 

investment?

Training is regarded as an investment when the productivity 

of an individual increases, i.e. when the services delivered are 

at their optimal level of quality and efficiency. Assessment of 

work productivity will mirror the efficiency of the training. 

An institution incurs some expense in 

training employees, therefore it is 

important to ensure that the kind of 

training given to them is relevant to their 

job functions. There is little point in 

acquiring skills that cannot be applied, 

afterall. Such training is not an 

investment; it is money spent with no 

returns. Neither the organisation nor the 

employee benefits from such training.

It is also equally important to ensure 

that an employee will have a chance to 

work in a position where the skills 

acquired can be applied immediately. When an individual is 

placed in a role that does not fit his undergraduate or post-

graduate education, his performance cannot be correctly 

assessed.

The impact of training upon an employee can be measured 

by their knowledge, skills, behavioural changes, and methods 

of project execution. Measuring the returns from an 

organisation’s investment in training has many advantages, 

such as further expansion of the training programme (if it 

proves to have yielded results), certainty of achieving 

organisational goals (through the trained employees’ improved 

performance), identifying obstacles (in case there are still gaps 

in performance), and allocating training budgets (depending on 

the benefits gained so far).
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UAE nEws bUllEtin
police news, people, nuMbers and events

A young Asian male, aged 21, was arrested on the morning of Eid 
for stunt driving in a vehicle with no number plate. Police said he 
was driving recklessly and intentionally making loud noises. When 
the police patrol signalled at him to stop, the driver fled the 
scene. But he was soon tracked down and arrested.

An Asian woman who 
took revenge on her 
ex-boyfriend was given a 
suspended prison term of 
one year. When the 
couple broke up, the ex 
refused to return the 
woman’s private 
photographs. She got 
back at him with the help 
of two friends. They all 
went to her ex’s flat in Karama; bundled him into a 
car; took him to a flat in Abu Hail; and again asked for 
her photos. When he still refused, he was roughed 
up. All three denied kidnapping but got the same 
sentence. 

21-year-old
AbU DHAbi

1 year
DUbAi

A baby boy, just two days old, was found in a 
sewage pipe at the Al Hamriya free zone. The tiny 
body was spotted by a passerby, who notified the 
police. A patrol arrived and took the body away for 
forensic investigation. A hunt for the infant’s 
parents was also launched. 

2 days
sHARJAH

AJMAn

40 mins
A huge blaze destroyed six warehouses, requiring the 
intervention of civil defence crews from three emirates 
– Ajman, Sharjah, and Umm Al Quwain. Thanks to the 
joint action, the fire was controlled within 40 minutes. 
Workers were evacuated from their accommodation 
in the industrial area as a precaution. Several 
firefighters had to be treated for exhaustion, but no 
one was injured in the blaze.
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Five people with 2,036 narcotic pills in their possession fell 
into the police net. The main player was a 25-year-old drug 
dealer from the Middle East; an undercover agent tipped off 
the police about him. The suspect’s house was kept under 
surveillance for a while. Then the police carried out a raid 
into his house at an opportune moment, shortly after he 
had sold some drugs on his own doorstep. 

A male driver from a Middle East country was badly 
injured in a crash on Emirates Road around 1:15pm. 
The accident involved four vehicles – the man’s saloon 
car, two trucks, and a four-wheel drive car. It was found 
out by authorities that the man was driving too fast and 
lost control while overtaking a truck. At the same time, 
the truck he was overtaking also lost control and 
collided with a parked truck. The second truck skidded 
and hit a parked four-wheel drive car.

Fujairah is all set for 
hosting the 89th UIM 
General Assembly this 
October, with the 
participation of delegations 
representing 40 countries 
from across the world. 
Fujairah International 
Marine Sports Club 
(FIMSC) has made all 
necessary preparations for 
the hosting this 
international event.

FUJAiRAH

89

1:15 pm
UMM Al QUwAin

RAs Al kHAiMAH

2,036 
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Squash those 
imaginary 
scares

various rumours relaTed To food and healTh 
always creaTe an online buZZ. JusT as regularly, The 

auThoriTies, including civic bodies and The healTh educaTion 
deparTmenT of abu dhabi police, work on refuTing 

Them wiTh scienTific daTa
By  MAHA ISMAIl
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S
carcely a day goes by in 

which we don’t receive a 

warning about the latest toxin 

infiltrating our kitchens in the 

guise of a harmless food product. Some 

of these warnings could be real, but too 

many of them are full of misinformation 

and hysteria masquerading as fact. 

Thanks to the reach and speed of the 

Internet, all it takes is a little spark to 

light the wildfire of rumours nowadays.

For instance, three years ago, 

around the time of Ramadan, a rumour 

started doing the rounds that eating 

dates from Saudi Arabia put one at risk 

of contracting the deadly Mers CoV 

(Middle East Respiratory Syndrome 

Coronavirus). The panic died down after 

health experts gave media statements, 

saying that dates from Saudi were safe 

to consume.

That wasn’t the first or the last time. 

Rumours concerning food and health 

are particularly obnoxious, as people 

take them seriously, worried about the 

consequences of eating something they 

cover story

The rumours went like 
this: that apple seeds 
were poisonous and 

that the red colouring 
additive in a fruit juice 

caused cancer

shouldn’t.

Shared through social media and 

instant messaging platforms like 

WhatsApp, Twitter and Facebook, 

rumours are becoming more pervasive 

these days, such that people easily 

believe them, without questioning their 

authenticity. A common belief amongst 

receivers of hearsays is that “if everyone 

is talking about it, then it must be true.”

Recent rumours
In the first seven months of this year, 

rumours in the UAE related to food / 

health had to do with apples, a fruit juice 

drink, ketchup, basa fish, and a coffee 

drink. 

The brand rumours went like this: that 

apple seeds were poisonous; that the 

red colouring additive in a fruit juice 

caused cancer; that the MSG concent of 

a noodle product caused brain damage; 

that there were carcinogenic substances 

in ketchup; that basa fish could cause 

cancer because of the anti-microbial 

agents fed to the fish raised through 

aquaculture; that the substance taurine 

in an energy drink brand could affect 

one’s fertility; and that a certain coffee 

drink contained elephant’s excrement.

This or that “causes cancer” seems 

to be rumour-mongers’ favourite 

bogeyman. But the government left no 

stones unturned for gossipers. UAE 

authorities and civic bodies swung into 

action to counter baseless information.

Knocking out the naysayers
As the UAE steps up its drive to fight 

negativity, residents in the country have 

been urged to pull up one of its roots.

On the case involving apple seeds, 

the Dubai Municipality responded by 

dessiminating right information that 

eating apples could cause no harm, 

unless they were consumed beyond the 

normal human capacity to eat. 

The municipality also dealt with the 

rumours against a fruit juice brand 

by informing its residents that the 

Allura Red colourant in the drink was 

a synthetic azo-red dye from nitrogen 

source, introduced in the US as an 
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Rumours are a 
serious social and 

security phenomenon, 
punishable by 

imprisonment for up to 
three years

–  Dr Salah Al Ghoul
Director of the Law Respect Culture Bureau 
in the General Secretariat of the Office of 

HH the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
of Interior

alternative to the currently prohibited 

red colourant known as Amaranth 

(E123). The municipality added that the 

food colourant was approved by the 

European Union, the US Food and Drug 

Administration, Codex Alimentarius (a 

‘food code’ established by UN FAO 

and WHO), and by the standards used 

by the Arabian Gulf countries. People 

were told that there was no scientific 

evidence that this dye caused cancer 

in consumers; otherwise it would have 

been prevented by global regulators. 

International standards, said 

the municipality, allowed a daily 

consumption of the Allura Red colourant, 

with a limit of 7mg per kilogram of 

body weight. Food processing took 

care to add the colourant in very small 

quantities, much less than the permitted 

daily intake, and UAE regulatory 

authorities did their own testing to 

ensure safe consumption, added the 

civic body.

As for the rumours against a certain 

MSG brand, its alleged brain damaging 

properties has been written about on 

Internet forums for a while now. (The 

most sensational action against MSG 

came when the Government of India last 

year banned a humongously popular 

instant noodle brand, a staple snack 

around the country. The reason stated 

was that the noodle contained excessive 

levels of MSG and lead, as per lab tests 

of noodle samples. However, the ban 

was lifted within a couple of months, 

and a high court ordered fresh lab tests 

before putting the noodle brand back on 

the shelves.) 

Another unfounded information that 

created buzz amongst netizens in the 

UAE was that consuming a certain 

noodle product could lead to memory 

loss, lack of concentration and other 

problems associated with damaged 

brain cells. But the Dubai Municipality 

made it clear: no trustworthy scientific 

evidence supported these fears.

The civic body stepped in again to 

squash the rumours around ketchup, 

assuring the public that there was 

no phenyl oxide in ketchup, and that 
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cover story

Educating police 
personnel, their 

families and members 
of society contributes 

to the lessening of 
rumour prevalence  

– Dr Ali Al Menhali
Director of the Health Education Branch 

at the Medical Services Directorate in the 
General Command of Abu Dhabi Police

ketchup, tomato paste and tomato sauce 

were rich in lycopene, a substance 

with anti-cancer properties found in 

red-coloured vegetables / fruits. The 

were fed on sewage water treated with 

malachite green, a dye also used as an 

anti-microbial agent. It added that the 

submitted certificates proved that the 

fish imported to Abu Dhabi were free of 

malachite green.

Clearing the rumour about taurine, 

Dubai Municipality said that it was 

baseless, and that taurine was an 

amino sulfonic acid, which was present 

naturally in the body and was found 

in food sources. Its main job was to 

contribute to muscle-building and it also 

helped regulate the level of water and 

The ADFCA has repeatedly warned 

the public against food-related 

rumours spreading through social 

networking sites, targeting some 

food products through misleading 

information from anonymous sources, 

causing anxiety amongst consumers. 

The Authority said that it worked 

hard to investigate all food rumours, 

and responded to them scientifically 

and accurately in order to correct 

misconceptions. It urged consumers 

to keep their faith in the quality of 

food and nutrition products sold in 

the markets, as any of these could 

All the junk that‘s fit to be debunked
enter the country only if they met 

approved standards and specifications, 

and underwent tests. Not only that, but 

testing on all kinds of food products 

continued by taking samples from 

points of sale, such as grocery stores or 

restaurants.

As per ADFCA findings, most of the 

food rumours were results of public 

misunderstanding on the withdrawal of a 

certain product from a market in another 

country, and the misguided belief that 

a product carrying the same brand 

name in the UAE was also in violation of 

approved standards.

The Abu Dhabi body is a member 

of the International Network of Food 

Safety Authorities (INFOSAN), through 

which it gets relevant notifications, 

relating in part to the safety issues 

around food products and of product 

withdrawal in different countries. Based 

on those notifications, the Abu Dhabi 

Authority conducts rigorous lab tests of 

similar products in the local markets.

For the general public, the ADFCA 

has this advice: communicate any 

complaints regarding food safety 

through its accounts on social media 

websites.

municipal authorities also reminded 

people that all kinds of ketchup, whether 

imported or locally made, had to pass 

through the UAE food control authorities.

Meanwhile, the Abu Dhabi Food 

Control Authority (ADFCA) dealt with 

the rumours against basa or cream 

dory by informing the public that it had 

suspended the sales of Vietnamese 

basa fish in the emirate in the past, 

pending tests, and that the suspension 

was lifted when the tests proved the fish 

was safe for consumption. The Authority 

denied that basa fish in the market 
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salts in the blood. Taurine increased the 

efficiency of athletes and that explained 

its use in energy drinks. The civic body 

emphasised that there was no known 

damage caused by taurine, if it was 

consumed in permissible limits from food 

sources. 

Act against society
Colonel Dr Salah Obeid Al Ghoul, 

Director of the Law Respect Culture Bureau 

in the General Secretariat of the Office of 

HH the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 

of Interior, described ill-founded rumours, 

especially about food, nutrition and health 

issues, as an “aggressive act against 

society.” He said that these rumours were 

the expression of some psychological 

problem in the minds of some individuals.

On the punishment for starting or 

spreading rumours, Al Ghoul told 999 

magazine that the Federal Penal Code 

in the UAE and its amendments dealt 

with rumours, and imposed punishment 

of up to three years in jail, especially if 

the rumour was liable to disturb public 

security or harm public interest in any 

way. Everyone, he said, should check 

the credibility of rumours before passing 

them to other people in order to avoid 

legal punishment.

Information initiative
Under its efforts to curb food, nutrition 

and health rumours, Dubai Municipality 

has launched the ‘Certain News’ initiative 

(Al Khabar Al Yaqeen), which has been 

able to counter some 20 rumours since 

ADFCA Responses to Food-related Rumours 
Corn Flakes 
ADFCA has confirmed that the corn flakes 

products available in the local markets 

are safe for consumption. They have been 

subjected to several laboratory analyses 

and found to be safe. Some corn flakes 

manufacturers add the element of iron to 

their products in an effort to supplement 

their nutritional value. 

Potato Chips 
The government agency denies the rumour that some types of 

potato chips cause cancer amongst 

children and that they violate the rules 

by adding banned colouring agents 

or preservatives. This type of chips 

contains colouring agent that is 

internationally permitted, especially 

in European Union countries.

Contamination of citrus fruits 
In general, citrus fruits contain 

high quantity of concentrated 

citric acid. ADFCA dispels the 

rumour that cautions against 

the transmission of viruses from 

cutting surfaces to citrus fruits. 

Several studies done on citrus peels, said ADFCA, have confirmed 

that they are endowed with bactericidal properties.

Aluminum Foils 
Around 14% of aluminum produced globally is used for food 

packaging and cooking utensils and they do not cause any health 

hazards. ADFCA confirms that the 

normal use of aluminum does not 

pose any health risks within the 

proper range. The concentration of 

aluminum in the body reaches 100 

mg per day.

The Federal Penal 
Code in the UAE and its 
amendments impose 
punishment of up to 

three years in jail, 
especially if the rumour 
is liable to disturb public 
security or harm public 

interest in any way
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In June 2016. a man who called 

judicial procedures a “farce” has been 

handed a three-year prison sentence by 

the UAE Federal Supreme Court.

A 27 year-old man from the Middle 

East was convicted of using Twitter to 

spread rumours and information that 

harmed the country. He also insulted 

governmental entities, mainly the 

Supreme Court as regards the 2012 

sedition trial and called its procedures a 

“judicial farce”.

The man also publicly insulted the 

President of the UAE and Crown Prince 

of Abu Dhabi on the account.

Judge Falah Al Hajeri ordered the 

closure of his account and fined him 

Dh500,000.

The man and his lawyer previously 

argued the account had been hacked. 

His lawyer claimed the tweets had been 

“copied and pasted” by hackers from 

other online forums.

the psychology of why people spread rumours
In 1947, Gordon Allport and Leo Postman published the book, The 

Psychology of Rumours. Here’s a rundown of what that research has 

found. People spread rumours when:

1.  There’s uncertainty

2. They feel anxiety

3. The information is important

4. They believe the information

5. It helps their self-image

6. It helps their social status

cover story

its launch through the municipality call 

centre. 

The initiative aims to follow up on all 

rumours, and co-ordinate with competent 

sectors and departments of the municipality, 

to provide correct and relevant information 

and to curb the spread of false news and 

misconceptions.

On the police force’s role in curbing such 

rumours, 999 magazine talked to Captain Dr 

Ali Omar Al Menhali, Director of the Health 

Education Branch at the Medical Services 

Directorate in the General Command of Abu 

Dhabi Police. He spoke of the keenness 

of the Health Education Branch, under the 

directives of Lt General HH Sheikh Saif bin 

Zayed Al Nahyan, Deputy Prime Minister 

and Minister of Interior, and the instructions 

of Major General Mohammed Khalfan Al 

Rumaithi, Commander-in-Chief of Abu 

Dhabi Police, and the follow-up of Colonel 

Jassim Al Tunaiji, Director General of the 

Medical Services Department, to spread 

food and health awareness amongst police 

personnel, their families, and community 

members. 

This, he said, was done through the 

distribution of awareness booklets 

published by the department, and events 

and awareness campaigns that the 

department organised or participated in. 

These activities complement the efforts of 

the Ministry of Health, Health Authority Abu 

Dhabi, Abu Dhabi Food Control Authority, 

municipal bodies, and government and 

private hospitals to educate the public on 

health and nutrition issues.

Dr Al Menhali called upon police recruits, 

their families and the rest of society to 

dismiss food and health rumours circulated 

on the Internet and to be careful not to 

add fuel to the fire by forwarding them or 

posting them on social media. He 

said that all information should 

be verified from official 

sources such as those 

mentioned above.

The officer in charge 

of health education 

noted that police 

personnel and their 

families could easily 

enquire, when they 

visited police clinics, 

about the validity 

of what they had 

heard or read on the 

Internet.
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RumouR has it… 
Tim Maycock is Director of Maycock Training 

Ltd, an international consultancy firm
The tendency to spread inaccurate information is vastly amplified 
in the age of the Internet, and the damage can be that much 
greater. UAE law doesn’t permit such gossip-mongering 

H
ere are two popular rumours recently doing the 

media rounds: 

• “Have you seen the green tea with ‘worms’ viral 

video?”

• “Sheikh Mansour’s wealthier half-brother, Sheikh Khalifa, 

who is the current president of the United Arab Emirates and 

is rumoured to be worth in excess of £30bn (Dh142.5bn), is 

thought to be the man behind a supposed Liverpool FC 

takeover.”

These are just a couple of the countless rumours that 

circulate freely on that amazing phenomenon of mass 

communication known as the Internet, 

or the worldwide web. “Yes, but how 

does that affect security?” I hear you 

ask. 

Perhaps there’s a significant clue 

in the name: it’s a web, yes, a web of 

information, of media, of interaction 

on a global scale. And maybe a web of intrigue?

It’s probably fair to say that the vast majority of online posts 

are put up with the best of intentions, and that when some 

item “goes viral”, it’s often more by accident than by design, 

often a misinterpretation of the original content. How often 

do we see a red face muttering apologies including the 

immortal words “…what I said was taken out of context!” 

That may well be so; however, that doesn’t preclude the 

untold harm that can result from inaccurate or untested 

information.

Yet, we’re all somewhat intrigued – that word again! – by 

rumours, by gossip, by being admitted to some knowledge 

that sounds outrageous, or exciting, or salacious, or perhaps 

something that simply shouldn’t be in the ‘public domain’. 

There’s a certain dark thrill in being a party to restricted 

knowledge, a sense of power, of mystery, and yes, of intrigue. 

The Internet trades upon that – or at least its users, 

including you and me, trade upon that. It’s a kind of mass 

socialisation, whereby every single person on the planet has 

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

the opportunity to be noticed.  

Pop art great Andy Warhol told us all to expect 15 minutes 

of fame in our lifetimes. If you create a “viral post”, then it just 

might come true. So, be ready.

Of course, rather than famous, you may become infamous, 

and that’s when you may wish you hadn’t reached for your 

moment of fame. Yes, we’re talking about the laws of our 

land here.

The UAE cybercrime law is very clear: “People who 

choose to start or spread misinformation on the Internet 

need to consider that here in the UAE, the law on combating 

cybercrime brings into its ambit 

criminal charges for ‘damaging social 

peace and public order.’”

Those phrases, ‘social peace’ and 

‘public order’, appear to be fairly wide 

and open to interpretation. Of course, 

as with all legislation, the statute will 

define what’s intended to be covered and then that 

definition will be tested by practitioners of the law, and 

perhaps over time modified by individual findings. 

Nevertheless, the intention is clear. Anything that upsets 

someone else or disrupts the normal equilibrium of society 

could find itself in contravention of this law.

Rumours used to be something passed by word of mouth, 

by definition having a fairly limited range and lifetime. The 

Internet has changed all that, creating a genie that won’t go 

back into the bottle.

We may scoff at any fuss over the rumours mentioned at 

the beginning, but some damage may be done – the green 

tea manufacturer may lose money or go bust; Sheikh Khalifa 

may not be too happy about his business affairs being aired 

on social media. 

Just remember, once you hit that ‘post’ button, you can’t 

recall it. Rumours can be fun, but they can also be anything but. 

By the way, I heard that around 27 per cent of rumours are 

true… but maybe that’s just a rumour. 

coluMn
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T
his year is the 50th anniversary 

of a landmark event. On August 

6, 1966, the late Sheikh Zayed 

bin Sultan Al Nahyan took over 

as Ruler of Abu Dhabi, after two decades 

of serving as the Ruler’s Representative 

in the Eastern Region, a tenure that 

proved his wisdom and great leadership 

qualities.

Five years later, in 1971, he became 

the founding father of the United Arab 

Emirates, the country’s first President. 

From here on, steering a fledgling 

country with some oil money, but 

little infrastructure and low levels of 

education, Sheikh Zayed did everything 

with astonishing foresight. Amongst his 

most quoted words are: “The real asset 

of any advanced nation is its people, 

especially the educated ones, and the 

prosperity and success of the people 

are measured by the standard of their 

education.”

One of the first things he did was 

to create a state policy around health, 

education, and social welfare. The 

late President’s own education had 

Beacon of

This is The 50Th anniversary of one of The mosT imporTanT evenTs in 
The hisTory of This naTion – The laTe sheikh Zayed bin sulTan al nahyan 
became The ruler of abu dhabi on augusT 6, 1966, and wiThin The nexT 

five years, he would uniTe The seven emiraTes. his legacy was hon-
oured by a unique iniTiaTive Taken by The uae during ramadan This 

year. iT was The iniTiaTive of sharing knowledge wiTh The  
underprivileged people of The arab world, a fiTTing TribuTe To The 

foresighT of sheikh Zayed, who undersTood from The very beginning 
how only educaTion could build The spine of a naTion 

knowledge
By SHIBAnI PAul

been from the local traditional teacher 

(Mutawwaa), and it included memorising 

the Quran and learning the fundamentals 

of Islam. But as the head of a new 

country, he did not limit his vision of 

education to only religious teachings. 

The new country invested heavily into 

modern, scientific education; women 

were fully included in this process. 

Spread of SchoolS
Historical notes laid out in 

Encyclopedia tell us that after Abu Dhabi 

began earning great oil revenues in the 

early 1960s, it developed and funded 

its own educational system, while the 

other emirates that were to become 

part of the UAE continued to rely on 

outside assistance. By the 1964-1965 

academic year, Abu Dhabi had six 

schools attended by 390 boys and 138 

girls, taught by 33 teachers. In the same 

year, there were 31 schools outside Abu 

Dhabi, 12 of which were for girls. Dubai 

had 3,572 students in 10 schools and 

137 teachers. A basic feature of the UAE 
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‘This Is What 
Zayed Loves Most’

Human capital was a great 

ambition of the late Sheikh Zayed, 

who famously said, “Building good 

citizens is more difficult than building 

factories.” 

The basic human capital of the 

UAE, its citizens, was the topic for the 

second Ramadan Council hosted by 

the Ministry of Interior. The councils 

this year were organised with the 

theme ‘This Is What Zayed Loves 

Most’, and were held nationwide by 

the MoI Law Respect Culture Bureau, 

in collaboration with the Security 

Media Department at the General 

Directorate of Security Support, of 

the General Secretariat of the Office 

of HH the Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Interior.

The second council was titled 

‘The Emirati Personality, Roots 

and Ambitions’, and it shed light 

on the Emirati personality and 

characteristics. The main topic had 

three sub-themes: overview of the 

basic factors that contribute to the 

development of human personality; 

the impact of the Emirati personality 

in achieving positive patriotism; and 

the current and future status of the 

Emirati personality. 

Renowned historian and 999 columnist 

Dr Faleh Hanzal met Sheikh Zayed 

several times. At a recent discussion, 

he said of the founding father, “It’s not 

enough to only offer praise when we 

talk about the late Sheikh Zayed. Rather, 

we must talk about his humanitarian 

philosophy, and his pioneering work in 

building a nation and its citizens. The 

people of the UAE derive their creativity 

and enlightened thoughts from the ideas 

of the founding leader.”

The historian added, “Sheikh Zayed 

was the sort of leader whom you find by 

your side in your field of work, whenever 

you need a leader who is willing to share 

with you his experience and thoughts. 

That is the Zayed we have seen, in 

whose reign we lived.”

educational system is its astounding 

growth since 1964. During the 2000-

2001 academic year, 314,217 students 

were in UAE schools, which numbered 

710 institutions with 27,493 teachers and 

administrators.”

As the education system developed, 

alongside health care and social welfare 

becoming more organised, the standard 

of living in the UAE rose dramatically. 

Sheikh Zayed ruled till 2004, and 

in that time education flourished. UAE 

University in Al Ain, the all-women Zayed 

University in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, and 

the campuses of the Higher Colleges 

of Technology throughout the country, 

besides campuses of internationally 

accredited private institutions, are all part 

of the founding father’s gift to the nation. 

Security And Safety For All in MeMoriaM
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The real asset of any 
advanced nation is its 
people, especially the 

educated ones, and the 
prosperity and success of 
the people are measured 
by the standard of their 

education

– the late Sheikh Zayed bin 
Sultan Al Nahyan 

The first President had a scientific 

bent of mind; he was inherently gifted in 

this matter. Eminent historian and 999 

columnist Dr Faleh Hanzal, who met the 

Ruler several times, spoke at a discussion, 

highlighting the qualities that made Sheikh 

Zayed a noble leader.

Dr Hanzal was born in Iraq and came to 

Abu Dhabi to work. Around 1977, be began 

working in oil and gas, a job that got him 

interested in the local dialects and poetry. 

This interest developed into a full-fledged 

passion, and Dr Hanzal became a chronicler 

of history and culture, writing or co-writing 

more than 35 books. An excerpt from his talk:

“My first encounter with Sheikh Zayed 

was when I was managing a major project 

for digging water wells between Al Ain and 

Abu Dhabi in 1969. That region, at that time, 

was a dead desert, except for a scattering 

of palms and some ghaf trees around the 

old water wells, dug by ancient people. 

“One day, a military vehicle stopped 

and a soldier got out. Then another car 

stopped and out came Sheikh Zayed, with 

his tall body, impressive personality, and 

features vibrant with masculine vigour that 

made one realise the one stood in front of 

a great leader. He asked, what was I doing? 

I said that I was managing a project to dig 

90 wells between Al Ain and Abu Dhabi. 

Then Sheikh Zayed asked, how deep 

were the wells, how long did it take to 

dig, when would water be extracted, how 

did the water taste? His questions were 

precise and scientific. Not surprising – it is 

well-known that he dug a water channel 

(falaj) with his bare hands when he was the 

administrator of Al Ain.

“Then he said, ‘I’m on my way to Abu 

Dhabi, and I want to see that the well has 

been drilled and drink its water when I’m 

back.” I affirmed that this would be done. 

We drilled day and night, until the water 

appeared. When we were about to move to 

another place for drilling, we had a surprise 

visit from Sheikh Zayed, who was returning 

from Abu Dhabi. He stopped by and I heard 

him saying, ‘Salam and greetings, comrades. 

Where is the Iraqi gentleman?’

“I rushed to him and he shook hands with 

me – I still remember that moment when he 

The meeting at the water well
took my hand in his, with its powerful palm 

that was bigger than average, as if Almighty 

Allah had created this palm specially for 

building and for giving. 

“He asked if the well had been drilled, 

and I answered yes. He said, ‘I want 

to taste the water.’ We turned on the 

main pump and the water came out. He 

extended his palm, filled it with water and 

drank. And then he said, ‘Fresh water. 

Praise be to Allah.’ He ordered us to pump 

out more water, so that the place could 

become a resting spot for travellers.

“And so, water came up like a fountain, 

3 metres high, and the vehicles started 

to stop, with passengers filling their 

waterskins. Not only people, but herds of 

camels came, too, and donkeys, and desert 

spiders as large as a human hand. 

“Sheikh Zayed stopped by two or three 

times. As soon as people saw him, they 

began conversing with him; some of the 

poets amongst them praised him in verse. 

As for me, that place was the school where 

I learned the origins of the dialect of the 

people in the UAE.”

– Reported by Khalid Al Zanhani  

Security And Safety For All
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of your child
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for parenTs going Through a biTTer divorce or separaTion, 
managing children’s needs is very challenging. iT’s essenTial 
To sTimulaTe coping mechanisms for Them as soon as parenTs 

Take The divorce decision
By  MAnIkA DHAMA
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T
he Federal Law No. 3 of 2016, 

popularly known as ‘Wadeema 

law’, provides protection to 

children affected by a number of 

circumstances, including sexual abuse, lack 

of education and proper health care, and 

being neglected at home. 

Studies show that many of these 

circumstances strike at children from broken 

families. For this reason, parents and 

community members close to the children 

need to read the signs of distress.

A 2005 survey of 1,500 people aged 

18-35 years showed that even a “quiet 

divorce”, in which parents complete the 

process amicably, had an impact on 

children. Those surveyed had experienced 

the family split when they were below 14 

years of age.

Data released by the Child Protection 

Centre in Dubai revealed figures of reported 

child abuses from 2014 until end of April 

2016. More than half of the reported abuse 

cases at the centre were Emirati children, 

officials said, attributing it to high divorce 

rate amongst Emiratis.

The CDA shared figures of prevalent 

forms of abuse reported to them from 2014 

until end of April 2016.

Children of divorced parents topped the 

figures with 45 per cent in 2014, 48.3 per 

cent in 2015 and about 36.7 per cent within 

the first four months of 2016.

Amongst the top violations reported, 

negligence was ranked the top form of 

abuse received by the centre. It formed 

formed part of the 36.6 per cent total cases 

A 2005 survey of 1,500 
people aged 18-35 
years showed that 

even a “quiet divorce” 
had an impact on 

children

brigadier najim abdullah al Hosani, Head of the social 
support centres department, abu dhabi police

Khaled al Kamda, director-general of community 
development authority

of abuse in 2014.

Khaled Al Kamda, Director-General of 

CDA said: “Divorced parents try to harm 

each other through their children who are 

caught in between these complications,” 

As one of the official agencies for children 

in the country, the Centre manages abuse 

reports; it has right to intervene and even 

remove the child, if necessary, from the 

stressed family environment.

Putting children first
Divorce is a difficult period for the 

entire family. Children become especially 

vulnerable during this time and are often 

caught in the middle of sparring couples. 

“The impact of divorce on children varies. 

The most significant factor in a child’s 

emotional adjustment is the level of 

ongoing conflict between parents,” said Dr 

Amy Bailey, Department Head of Clinical 

Children victimised by parents’ divorce from 
the last quarter of 2013 to April 2016
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Psychology at kidsFirst Medical Centre, 

Dubai. 

She advised parents to maintain an open 

line of communication with the children 

and to refrain from pulling children into 

arguments. “The best way to support your 

child is to minimise exposure to conflict. Try 

to tell your child (or children) together, as a 

couple, about the decision to divorce and 

ensure they know this is something you 

have both thought hard about,” she said. 

For parents going through a bitter 

divorce, managing children’s routines and 

needs can be a very challenging exercise. 

Growing up with one missing parent also 

has an impact on how children perceive the 

world, feels 32-year-old Egyptian national 

Khaida el-Shamy, whose parents were 

divorced when she was six. “Not having my 

father around was a strange experience 

at first, and we didn’t really ever adjust to 

that. It was especially difficult for my older 

brothers, who were teenagers at the time,” 

said el-Shamy, who has a daughter from 

her four-year marriage. “Though all couples 

argue, I’d never want to take it to the level 

of a divorce or separation. I’d try everything 

to ensure that my daughter doesn’t have to 

deal with a broken home.” 

810 

cases

Abu 

Dhabi

355

cases

Dubai

224

cases

Sharjah

Source National Statistics Centre

12,279  
divorce cases across UAE 

between 2011 and 2013, 30% of 
which involve Emirati couples

In April 2015, the National Statistics Centre highlighted that 12,279 divorce cases were 

lodged across the country between 2011 and 2013, with Emirati couples accounting for 

more than 30 per cent of the total cases during that period. 

Amongst Emiratis, Abu Dhabi had the highest divorce rate, with 810 cases. Amongst other 

emirates, Dubai registered 355 cases involving Emiratis, while Sharjah had 224 cases. 

Commenting on the statistics, Brigadier Najim Abdullah Al Hosani, Head of the Social 

Support Centres Department at Abu Dhabi Police, said, “We receive many problems 

involving family disputes. But we always try our best to see that these couples resolve 

their differences amicably without going to court. Divorce has a negative impact on 

children, including lack of parental care and love. Children seeing their parents in court 

over family disputes sometimes causes them psychological problems.”

Divorce statistics in the UAE

Parents are advised 
to maintain an open 

line of communication 
with the children

Helplines
Cases of children suffering from neglect and abuse 

should be reported to the following helplines:

• DFWAC Helpline: 800111 SMS: 5111

• CDA Child Protection Centre helpline: 800-988

• Ministry of Interior CPC hotline: 116111

Dealing with the strain
A 2015 study titled ‘The Effects of Divorce 

on Children: Mothers’ Perspectives in UAE’, 

published by sociologist Fakir AL Gharaibeh 

in the Journal of Divorce & Remarriage, 

examined the effects on children through a 

survey amongst 1,742 divorced women. The 

study found that divorce was associated 

with a higher incidence of several negative 

fallouts such as economic hardship, lack of 

concentration in school, sleeping disorders, 

and stubbornness. 

“Divorce is almost always stressful for 

The number of divorce cases lodged by Emiratis in 2015

fakir al gharaibeh, sociologist, sharjah university
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Dr Rahul Goyal, Consultant in Family Medicine and Head of Primary Care and 
Emergency Services at Al Noor Hospital in Abu Dhabi, shares advice for parents to 
help children cope with divorce:

• Kids need to know that their feelings are 
important to their parents and that they will be 
taken seriously.

• Parents much help kids put their feelings into 
words. Encourage your kids to speak to you 
and be a good listener.

• Let your kids know that their feelings are 
valid. It’s important to encourage kids to get it 
all out before you start offering ways to make 
it better.

• Support your kids by asking them what they 
think will make them feel better and help them 
with ideas.

Making divorce more manageable for children

children. Most children do not want their 

parents to be separated,” said Dr Rahul 

Goyal, Consultant in Family Medicine and 

Head of Primary Care and Emergency 

Services at Al Noor Hospital in Abu Dhabi. 

“It can also strain parent-child relationships, 

lead to loss of contact with one parent, and 

create economic hardships. It increases 

the chances of children suffering from 

psychological and behavioural problems. 

School achievements and hobbies/sports 

can suffer as well.”

Guidance, support and an understanding 

of the severe impacts of divorce are crucial 

to ensure that children aren’t left alone 

to grapple with the situation. Brigadier 

faMily

Najim Abdullah Al Hosani, Head of the 

Social Support Centres Department at Abu 

Dhabi Police, highlighted this aspect while 

discussing the additional efforts being 

undertaken by the department to minimise 

negative effects. “These services are on 

par with the global best practices; they aim 

at preventing family disintegration, and 

achieving stable and secure families,” said 

Brigadier Al Hosani. 

He elaborated on the role of the 

centres in helping children cope with 

their environment. “The visitation halls at 

the centres include a section for age-

appropriate educational games, as well 

as a talents discovery section with a free 

drawing workshop that allows children to 

express their emotions,” he said. “These 

drawings provide a window into their 

personality in order to better understand 

their feelings at the time. Moreover, 

specialists at the Social Support Centres 

encourage children to read family-centric 

societal stories in a special readers’ corner. 

This contributes to the development of the 

child’s personality and fills his/her leisure 

time in a pleasant and helpful manner.” 

Social care specialists communicate 

with both parents and children to provide 

support and practical guidance on the 

proper ways to get through the day when 

children’s emotions are raw. 

A home may be broken, but that needn’t 

mean a fractured psyche. 

dr rahul goyal, Head of primary care and emergency 
services, al noor Hospital 

dr amy bailey, department Head of clinical psychology, 
kidsfirst Medical centre, dubai
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The Child Protection Law enforced in June 2016 aims to 

provide caregivers, children and the community a structured 

process through which to highlight cases of abuse and 

neglect. Greater awareness is being created by the Ministry 

of Interior and organisations such as the Dubai Foundation for 

Women and Children to create a child-friendly society. 

A key aspect of the law is the onus it places on the 

community to not turn a blind eye towards children who may 

Towards a child-friendly society
be living in a threatening environment. This includes teachers, 

doctors and caregivers who can identify early signs of abuse 

or neglect and take action. At a panel discussion on the new 

law held in May this year, Dr Abdelaziz Al Hammadi, Director 

of the Family Cohesion Department of Dubai CDA, said, 

“The enforcement of this law means a quantum leap for child 

protection issues in the UAE. We are planning to have a series of 

discussion panels with different groups, and this is the first one.”

Studies show children of divorce grow up resilient

While divorce creates strain in raising up children, a bad marriage can also 

create a similarly damaging stress. Studies have shown that children suffer 

from permanent emotional damage when they are subjected to an unhappy 

environment where parents can’t get along well. 

And while there’s a long list of negative repercussions of divorce to 

children, there are also a lot of studies that show divorce frees everyone 

from a negative environment, which then leads to many benefits.

Many of the youngsters interviewed by North Carolina Cooperative 

Extension Service describe themselves as “having emerged stronger and 

more independent as a consequence of their parents’ divorce.”

“Research has shown that being a child of divorce has lifelong effects. But 

it doesn’t necessarily translate into lifelong troubles,” says Alisa Schindler 

who writes for the Washington Post. “For me, growing up as a child of 

divorce had some surprising benefits.”

“It made me responsible,” Schindler said. “At 11, I was the oldest of the 

children. Looking back, I wish I could have done more, but I know I provided 

some comfort for my younger brother and two younger stepbrothers.”

“It made me strong,” she added. “When you have parents with their own 

issues, you learn to fend for yourself. I did my homework even though 

no one told me to. I stood up to the mean girls at school. I made my own 

peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. And that self-sufficiency brought more 

resilience.”



GuardinG

The new child proTecTion law aims To make The 
uae ToTally safe for young people, especially 
Those Too young To speak up for Themselves. 

The communiTy has been made accounTable for 
Their wellbeing

By MAnIkA DHAMA
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T
he new UAE law for the 

protection of children has come 

into effect recently – the perfect 

gift before the new school year. It 

puts the onus on everyone who deals daily 

with children – parents, teachers, nursery 

staff or similar – to speak up and report 

The Human Rights Department at the General Secretariat of the Office of 

HH the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior hosted an interactive 

dialogue session on the new child protection law in May 2016 in Abu Dhabi. 

The objectives of the dialogue were highlighted by Major General Khalifa 

Hareb Al Khaiaili, Acting Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior 

for Naturalisation, Residency and Ports Affairs, “…to introduce the law as 

a comprehensive international and national child protection requirement; 

and determine the respective responsibilities assumed by the concerned 

authorities and personnel. The objectives also include shedding light on the 

mechanisms to provide protection and prevention for children; the criminal 

penalties incurred by violators, and their connections to the other regulations.”

The main theme of the first session focused on the importance of the 

new child protection law, which redefines child protection, and represents 

a significant legislative addition to the UAE’s record of achievements. The 

second session discussed the role of the new law in maintaining the cohesion 

and structure of families.

Ministry of Interior’s dialogue on child rights law 

any signs of abuse, to actively ensure child 

protection rather than passively observe 

injustices.

Federal Law No. 3 of 2016 came into 

effect from June 15. Informally referred to 

as a ‘Wadeema law’, named after the little 

girl who was tortured and starved to death 

by her own father and his partner in 2012, 

the law is designed for the comprehensive 

well-being of all children, even those 

who come to the country as visitors. 

From banning child labour under the age 

of 15 years to stipulating that children 

be provided for even if they lose their 

parents, the law does a three-sixty degree 

sweep of all issues related to children. 

Everyday issues such as guardians 

putting young children in the front 

passenger seat of vehicles and leaving 

small children unattended in highrise 

apartments are also covered under the 

law. Violations of the various provisions 

can result in fines between Dh5,000 

and Dh50,000, and/or imprisonment of 

not more than 10 years. However, legal 

experts have stressed that the law is 

meant for awareness, education and 

prevention, rather than for pulling families 

apart.

Such a law was certainly long overdue. 

Neglect and abuse are the primary 

causes of injuries amongst children 

in the UAE, whether it is as a result of 

being unrestrained in the car, falling from 

balconies or being physically abused. 

According to Health Authority Abu 

Major General Khalifa Hareb Al Khaiaili, Acting Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior for Naturalisation, 

Residency and Ports Affairs, with the audience in an interactive dialogue session on the new child protection law
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Training should 
help teachers notice 
indicators that may 
signify that a child is 

being abused”  
– Roshi Tandon

Dhabi (HAAD) statistics 2013, road traffic 

injuries were the main cause of death 

amongst children (60 per cent), followed 

by falls (8 per cent), drowning (7 per 

cent), and poisoning (4 per cent). Parental 

negligence was the primary factor in 

children being injured in road accidents.

A 2014 study conducted by the Dubai 

Foundation for Women and Children 

(DFWAC) on ‘Abuse against children in the 

UAE society’ revealed that 123 out of every 

1,000 children at school were exposed to 

abuse or violence; at home, 65 out of every 

1,000 children were in such a predicament. 

Of the 4,111 students surveyed across the 

country, 7.2 per cent male children were 

shown to be vulnerable to abuse at home, 

compared to 5.7 per cent females. At 

school, 15.1 per cent of the male students 

suffered abuse, compared to 9.3 per cent 

of females. Children in the middle stage of 

education (prep) were the most vulnerable, 

at home or at school.

Role of eduCAToRS
Family members themselves may turn 

abusers, as it happened with Wadeema, 

the eight-year-old Emirati girl whose death 

caused consternation and led to this law. 

123 out of every 1,000 children at school 

were exposed to abuse or violence

Source: Dubai Foundation for 

Women and Children 

10 countermeasures to prevent common child injury 
1. Banning the manufacture and sale of inherently unsafe products 

2. Speed reduction

3. Child-resistant medicine containers

4. Use of seat-belts and child restraints

5. Bicycle and pedestrian pathways

6. Window bars, pools fencing, covering wells

7. Softer playground surfaces

8. Good nutrition for children

9. First aid treatment for scalds 

10. Burn grafting, reconstructive surgery and physical therapy 

Source: World Health Organization

When a child begins to be abused at home, 

other people who come into contact with 

the child should be able to read the signs 

of abuse and report it. Teachers play a very 

important part in this, as they spend so 

much of the day with children.

The new law has made the community 

responsible for the welfare of all children. 

“The law makes torture, abuse and neglect 

of children a criminal offence punishable 

by a fine and/or imprisonment,” said legal 

expert Hassan Elhais. “The current law will 

help in creating awareness amongst the 

general public about child protection and 
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the recourse available to the public under 

the law. It’ll allow individuals to figure out a 

course of action if they witness or suspect 

that a child is in danger.” 

Given the time spent by children at 

educational institutions, the new law 

requires teachers to help identify early 

signs of abuse or neglect. Roshi Tandon, 

Managing Director of Chubby Cheeks 

Nursery Group, said, “Children spend 

a large portion of their [day] at school, 

which gives teachers and other caregivers 

more access to them than most other 

people. Educators are aware that they 

are children’s role models and that they 

may be an important source of support, 

concern, and care for them. Hence, 

teachers and caregivers definitely have 

society

The law makes torture, 
abuse and neglect of 
children a criminal 
offence punishable 

by a fine and/or 
imprisonment

– legal expert Hassan Elhais

a vital role in identifying, reporting and 

preventing child abuse and neglect.” 

To do so, school or nursery staff need 

to understand the signs. While the new 

law has laid down guidelines for teachers, 

training modules need to be formulated to 

help them recognise and intervene when 

children show signs of abuse. “This training 

should help teachers notice indicators that 

may signify that a child is being abused,” 

said Tandon. “Since schools are one of 

the few places where children are seen 

almost daily, educators have a chance to 

see changes in appearance and behaviour. 

From classroom teachers to social workers, 

as well as nurses, psychologists, and 

administrators – everyone becomes an 

integral part in spotting, reporting and 

preventing child abuse.” 

It has been reported that once 

schools reopen next month (September), 

social workers and lawyers will visit the 

institutions to brief the staff on the new law.

“This new law is a great step and will 

help protect children in the country. There 

are many cases reported in the news daily,” 

said Saif Hashim. “As a father I am worried 

about my children’s safety, too. Hopefully 

now there will be fear of punishment under 

this law and cases will reduce. However, 

I feel awareness on the law needs to be 

more in the community,” he added.

Meanwhile, a mother of two, Ruchi 

Rastogi, admitted she is not aware of the 

existing law, but lauded the government 

steps to quell abuse amongst children. “I 

am not aware of the details of the law but 

I read about it briefly and it is definitely a 

very welcome step,” she said, adding that, 

“Children need to be protected from abuse 

and the Wadeema law could be a step 

towards the right direction.”

SAfeTy AT hoMe
Parents need to create a safe environment 

at home, by taking measures to protect 

children from physical injuries, amongst 

other things. There has been a series of 

deaths in the past one year where young 

children have fallen from apartment 

1. Road accidents

TOP CAUSES OF 
CHILDRENS’ DEATH 

IN THE UAE

2. High rise falls

3. Drowning

4. Poisoning

Source: Health Authority Abu Dhabi
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balconies. Sharjah Police released statistics 

that showed seven children had fallen to 

their death in the emirate in 2015; till June 

this year, there have been six such cases, 

with five children dying and one being 

paralysed. 

Following multiple cases in Sharjah and 

Dubai, the authorities have asked those 

living in apartment buildings to increase the 

balcony railing height to 120 centimetres (4 ft). 

Meanwhile, the new child protection law 

has guidelines for parents to ensure they 

are not neglecting key elements in their 

children’s environment. “The child protection 

law works alongside the normal guidelines 

that parents should follow – safety in pools, 

next to balconies, inside vehicles, and 

during transportation of children to and from 

school are the basic duties of a parent. Not 

performing [the duties] amounts to neglect on 

their part,” said Elhais.

Parents are also required to respect a 

child’s right to dignity – the law bars corporal 

punishment that leaves a mark on a child’s 

body and any verbal reprimand that includes 

humiliating name-calling.

Making parents / guardians more 

responsible when it comes to child care 

is the chief aim of the law. However, if the 

neglect or abuse does not stop, in extreme 

cases, the child may be removed from the 

family and placed in a safer environment.

Organisations such as the DFWAC and the 

Child Protection Centre under the Ministry of 

Interior provide assistance in cases of abuse 

and neglect. Specialists in child psychology 

Child injury is a global public health problem

Every child in the world matters. 

The landmark Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, ratified by almost 

all governments, states that children 

around the world have a right to a safe 

environment and to protection from 

injury and violence. 

However, according to the 

recent world report of World Health 

Organisation on child injury prevention, 

child injuries are now a growing global 

public health problem. 

Every day nearly 2,300 children 

die from injuries they sustain as a 

result of traffic accidents, drowning, 

poisoning, falls or burns, and violence. 

Most of these incidents occur in low- 

and middle-income countries. Many 

of those who survive their injuries 

suffer life-long disabling health 

consequences.

These identified common dangers to 

the safety of children around the world 

are responsible for about 950 000 deaths 

of young people under the age of 18 

years each year. 90 % of these cases 

are unintentional injuries, becoming the 

leading cause of death and disability 

amongst children worldwide.

The report said children injuries could 

be prevented. Unfortunately, awareness of 

the problem and its preventability remain 

unacceptably low.

Child injury and gender 

Boys tend to have both more frequent 

and more severe injuries than girls, the 

WHO report said. According to present 

data, there is an average of 24% more 

injury deaths amongst boys than there are 

amongst girls under 15 years old.

Data from developed countries, 

including the UAE, indicate that, from birth 

onwards, males have higher rates 

of injury than females. The pattern 

is less uniform in low-income and 

middle-income countries, but the 

overall gender differential is clear, 

with injury death rates around one 

third higher for males under 20 years 

of age than for females. 

One study explained that boys 

engage in more risk taking than 

girls, that they have higher activity 

levels, and that they behave more 

impulsively. Meanwhile, other studies 

showed that boys are socialised in 

a different way from girls and are 

less likely to have their exploration 

restrained by parents. Boys are also 

more likely to be allowed to roam 

further, oftentimes more likely to be 

allowed to play alone. 

Source: World Health Organization
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The Federal Child Protection Law No. 3 for 2016 came into force in mid-June, 

and it lays down the legal rights of children under 18 in the UAE. The law 

states that every child has the right to live safely, be educated, have a name 

that does not demean him or her, and obtain identification papers. The law 

lays out  the following:

Child Rights Law highlights

1. Prohibits parents or custodians from excessively disciplining a child. For 

instance, hitting a child in the face or beating a child resulting in marks or 

injuries are prohibited.

2. Prohibits psychological, or emotional damage, through exposure to 

parental disputes or arguments.

3. Prohibits parents from abandoning children because of a disability.

4. Prohibits child labour and sale of cigarettes or liquor to children.

5. Prohibits using, engaging or exposing a child to pornography.

and rehabilitation are associated with the 

protection of child rights. Under severe 

conditions, child protection specialists can 

intervene and take an abused child to safety 

– the conditions for these are being drafted 

by the Ministry of Social Development. 

In the UAE, there is a designated authority 

in each emirate to oversee child protection 

cases. In Abu Dhabi, special prosecutors 

have been identified for investigating 

abuse and criminal negligence cases 

involving children / teenagers up to the 

age of 18. In Dubai, the Child Protection 

Centre, established under the purview of 

the Community Development Authority, has 

the legal right to intervene in such cases. 

The form of reporting cases under the child 

protection law includes the 116111 hotline, with 

rooms being created in case children need 

to be brought to social support centres.

InTeRnATIonAl noRMS
The creation of the new law is in line 

with international conventions regarding 

child rights and the UAE’s commitment 

to safeguarding human rights. “The law 

includes many articles that aim to protect 

the rights of children, based on the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child 

signed by the UAE. It has contributed to 

establishing the [country] as a hub for 

excellence in all areas related to child 

protection, and reflects the country’s efforts 

to promote child protection,” said Moza 

Salem Al Shoumi, Member of the Supreme 

Council for Motherhood & Childhood, 

and Member of the Higher Committee for 

Child Protection at the Ministry of Interior. 

“Protecting children from abuse and 

neglect and early intervention can save 

a child’s life,” Al Shoumi added. “Recent 

studies show that child abuse and neglect 

affect children’s health now and later, and 

can lead to chronic diseases, disabilities 

and affect adulthood.”
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fake gold waTches and fake sons Trying To ship non-exisTenT 
coffins are JusT The Tip of The iceberg in The world of online/ 

phone fraud. make sure you aren’T The nexT vicTim. 
abu dhabi police has some useful Tips 
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cybercriMes

T
he sad case of the Abu Dhabi 

shopper who paid online for a 

gold watch and received a rock 

in his parcel perfectly illustrates 

just how easily cybercriminals can get 

us. What’s even sadder is that many a 

time, these crimes can be prevented by 

taking some precautions. For instance, the 

shopper who was scammed could have 

Googled to check the physical address and 

contact details of the online seller to see if 

the company existed. That would’ve been 

a prudent thing to do before spending 

Dh14,700 on the ‘watch’. It’s a mystery, 

indeed, why the scammers even bothered 

to send the rock – their idea of a sick joke, 

probably.

Even when not shopping, people are 

vulnerable to new forms of scams, such as 

the ‘SIM swap’. In this case, a con artiste 

steals identity information of the person 

targeted, and by using this information, 

they get a new SIM for a mobile phone 

number linked to the target’s bank account. 

The old SIM is deactivated, meaning the 

target suddenly finds their telecom service 

unavailable. The crook, who possesses 

the new SIM, now starts receiving one-time 

passwords and other bank alerts sent to 

the registered number, making it possible 

for them to steal money from the account. 

To educate people about online and 

phone fraud, Abu Dhabi Police organise 

many community campaigns. These 

are designed to improve their attention 

to security and give them some safety 

guidelines.

The epidemic of fake lottery win text 

messages has abated somewhat, no 

doubt the result of the constant efforts 

made by the police. But the fertile brains of 

scammers come up with new schemes all 

the time, so Internet users can never stop 

being careful.

The police repeatedly ask people to not 

trust stranger on the phone, not respond 

to suspicious requests, and check that 

shopping websites have a secure payment 

gateway. The police have also asked 

shoppers to use a credit card with a low 

credit limit set aside for online shopping, 

and also to keep an electronic and hard 

copy of the purchase receipt, and quickly 

report any case of cheating. A very 

important precaution is to avoid opening 

attachments sent through e-mails from 

unknown senders.

actual photo: a box of supposedly gold watch purchased online turned out to be a stone

The crook, who 
possesses the new 

SIM, now starts 
receiving one-time 

passwords and other 
bank alerts sent to the 

registered number, 
making it possible for 
them to steal money 

from the account
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Bizarre transaction
An Emirati merchant was conned into 

paying Dh27,400 following a fraudulent 

phone call from a person requesting help with 

shipping a coffin from Europe to the UAE.

Al Ain Police received a report from a 

citizen who claimed that he had been a 

victim of fraud. According to the police, 

the victim had paid to ship a coffin for an 

Emirati mother who had died of cancer, 

after he had been contacted by her alleged 

son who was in France.

The victim reported that the fraudster 

deluded him into believing that they 

already knew each other and had 

previously entered into a commercial deal.

The fraudster had allegedly taken the 

victim’s number from a social networking 

site and used it to call and ask for help, 

saying that he trusted the victim due to 

his integrity. The citizen was asked to 

help the fraudster ship the coffin with his 

mother’s body in it to the UAE so that she 

could be buried there. For this, the UAE 

resident would need to give a loan to this 

son; the trusting victim accordingly wired 

the money, on the promise that it would be 

soon repaid.

In his testimony, the victim reported that 

the offender conned him into believing that 

the repayment for the coffin’s shipping fees 

had been transferred to the victim’s bank 

account in Abu Dhabi. But the money was 

not there in the account.

Later, the fraudster pretended that 

he had transferred the amount into 

another account by mistake. Apologising 

for his apparently unintended blunder, 

the fraudster told the victim that this 

mistake would require several days to be 

corrected, which would delay the arrival of 

the body. 

The Al Ain resident said that he knew he 

had been badly deceived when he got a 

phone call a few hours later from another 

imposter, who claimed to be an account 

manager at a shipping company in France. 

The alleged account manager asked the 

victim to pay Dh20,000 more to insure the 

imaginary coffin. 

In the case of the gold watch that 

turned out to be a rock, a shopper paid 

Dh14,700 with his credit card after placing 

the winning bid in an online auction. All 

he got was a plain box containing a small 

piece of rock. He filed a complaint with the 

Organised Crime Section at the Criminal 

Investigations Department of Abu Dhabi 

Police. 

Online vigilance
Major Salim Hamad Al Sharqi Al Ameri, 

Director of the cybercrimes branch 

in the Organised Crime Section, told 

999 magazine, “We receive reports of 

electronic penetration with the intent of 

fraud and we track down bogus accounts 

and banned websites and work on 

blocking them. [We] have got several 

reports of personal e-mail accounts being 

hacked or people being harassed through 

social media.”

Examples of online fraud, he said, could 

range from requests for an emergency 

cash transfer made from a hacked mail 

Major salim Hamad al sharqi al ameri, director of the 
cybercrimes branch in the organised crime section

ebru Jouzy, fraud and anti-money laundering expert

An online shopper from 
Abu Dhabi paid Dh14,700 
with his credit card after 
placing the winning bid 
in an online auction. All 
he got was a plain box 

containing a small piece 
of rock
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There are some 
obvious measures 

that should always be 
undertaken. The key is 
to protect your data, 

both financial and 
identity

account, or the theft of someone’s personal 

photos from their social media account(s).

The police, he said, kept round-the-clock 

watch on the Internet through ‘e-patrols’ 

affiliated to the CID. The e-patrols track 

user communications in chat rooms 

and similar forums and often detect 

conversations clearly leading up to a con 

job.

Al Ameri said, “We at the Abu Dhabi 

Police CID co-ordinate with the Security 

Media Department, at the General 

Secretariat of the Office of HH the Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of Interior, to 

monitor such activity as well as spread 

awareness through diverse media 

channels. The CID also holds workshops 

on this issue for local authorities.”

Constant caution
Online fraud is a threat to both 

individuals and institutions. In December 

2012 and February 2013, hackers stole 

prepaid debit card information from a 

global database and stole some $45 

million (Dh165m) in just a few hours from 

financial institutions everywhere. RAK Bank 

and Bank of Muscat were amongst those 

affected.

Speaking to 999, Ebru Jouzy, fraud and 

AML (anti-money laundering) expert, Middle 

East and Turkey at SAS, a leading cyber 

analytics company, said, “Fraud is one of 

the biggest risks that many organisations 

across a plethora of industries face 

on a day-to-day basis. Whether 

companies are operating in the finance, 

insurance, aviation, retail, health care or 

telecommunications sectors, fraud is a 

growing challenge that impacts businesses 

and countries worldwide.”

She added, “In the UAE, online fraud is 

one of the most prevalent forms of fraud. 

Typically, hackers target online services 

to steal credit card information and then 

transfer funds into ‘mule’ accounts.”

Insurance fraud and claims leakages in 

the health care sector are also a concern 

for global insurers, including those in the 

Middle East. Economies lose billions of 

dollars every year to fraudulent medical 

insurance claims.

Another recurring instance of fraud 

comes in the form of identity theft, also 

known as application fraud, whereby 

fraudsters attempt to open accounts using 

fake or stolen documents.

As for solutions, Jouzy explained, “To 

fight fraud effectively, we offer the SAS 

Fraud Framework, a powerful analytics 

solution that helps companies reduce 

fraud losses while simultaneously 

enhancing operational efficiency.” On 

a daily basis, SAS works with banks, 

insurance companies, health care 

organisations and government entities 

to combat the growing incidence and 

sophistication of fraud.

For the general public, Jouzy had this to 

say, “There are some obvious measures 

that should always be undertaken. The key 

is to protect your data, both financial data 

and identity data. Be careful where you 

use your credit cards and never share your 

PIN with anyone. If you receive e-mails or 

phone calls from your bank, verify that it is 

indeed your bank contacting you before 

sharing personal information. Always 

double check your bank statements and 

feel free to call your bank and question 

them on transactions which do not appear 

to be yours.”

cybercriMes
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What’s the 
state of your 

salon?



Security And Safety For AllSecurity And Safety For All

unless your favouriTe beauTy and grooming cenTre follows all The 
regulaTions seT by civic bodies, a facial or mani-pedi or even haircuT 

could leave you wiTh a large medical bill
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H
ow often do you check the cleanliness at a salon? The 

majority of customers choose their salon based on the 

rates or the expertise of a particular employee; few 

give a thought to sanitation.

The long campaign carried out recently by Dubai Municipality 

– the drive ended early last month (July) – brought back attention 

on the most important aspect of a salon: the state of its hygiene. 

Unless properly cleaned and sterilised, the items used in a salon 

or a barber shop can spread fungal and bacterial infection. 

Anna Taylor, a British expatriate in Dubai, is amongst the eagle-

eyed customers who’d put health before price – and rightly so. 

“There are so many instances where people visit a salon looking 

to save money, but then spend plenty on medical treatments. 

I’ve read about such cases in newspapers and so I always go to 

a salon that emphasises on cleanliness. If possible, then I do an 

inspection of their products and equipment before setting up an 

appointment,” she said. 

For K Aditya, a 40-year-old Indian, a visit to a salon in India was 

a “hair-raising” incident. “I always take my own comb whenever I 

go to a salon. I never did that earlier, but once in India, the salon 

used an infected comb that led to a viral infection, almost turning 

me bald,” he said. “I had to undergo medication for several 

months till the infection was cured. Though I don’t have good hair 

growth now, at least the hair fall has stopped. In Dubai, I do see that 

barbers here are careful, dipping the combs in a disinfectant solution 

before using, but I still carry my own comb to the salon.”

Joseph Vincent, a Filipino resident, admitted to trying out several 

barber shops in the city to save money, but now believes in 

choosing a place wisely. “There was one place in old Dubai which 

had low prices, but they had no respect for cleanliness. As there was 

a lot of rush, the floors remained covered with hair and the towels 

weren’t clean. I could not go in just to save money.”

Now, when Vincent visits a salon, he makes sure that the barbers 

clean the chair, use a new towel and wear gloves during facials. 

“Particularly, when doing facials, I ask the barber to wear gloves. 

They don’t like it but I insist on it,” he said. “This ensures my 

protection as it stops spreading any bacteria from their hands to my 

skin.”

Imaza Suhail from Pakistan does an online search on the salon, to 

check any positive or adverse news or user reviews, before taking 

an appointment. “I don’t mind paying a premium for services 

at the salon where the staff are clean and professional,” 

said Imaza. “I do try to check the review of a salon 

online, and then take a call. And when it comes to 
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When doing facials,  
I ask the barber to 
wear gloves. They 

don’t like it but I insist 
on it

of violations.

Zayed Mohammed Al Ali, Principal Public 

Health Inspection Officer, said that the 

number of violations increased due to the Eid 

rush, adding, “Public safety was a priority, and 

owners have to find the time to ensure that 

the right practices are followed.”

There are at present, 3,200 salons 

registered with Dubai Municipality and it has 

urged customers to contact the municipality’s 

hotline at 800900 if unhygienic practices are 

witnessed.

In May this year, the Abu Dhabi City 

Municipality also slapped fines on 77 salons 

and beauty parlours for not adhering to the 

rules on hygiene and sanitation conditions.

During the inspection, more than 102 

warnings were issued and 155 cosmetic 

materials that fell short of specified 

standards were seized, according to local 

media.

The offences recorded in beauty parlours 

included using non-sterilised towels and poor 

public hygiene. The civic team confiscated 

creams, fragrance sprays, hair-clips, expired 

and fake cosmetics, skin cleansers, hair dyes 

and other substances. 

The measures taken by the municipality 

against violators included following up 

on the offending salons and reminding 

them to ensure their compliance with 

health requirements. In case of repeated 

violations, legal action would be taken, 

depending on the type of offence.

Any health risks can be reported by calling 

the municipality’s hotline at 993.

UnDEr tHE SCAnnEr
Trace, who works with a hair salon in 

Dubai, told 999 that it was a very important 

requirement to maintain hygiene. “I 

always want to give the best to my clients 

and we work hard to ensure that that 

environment in our salon is clean and meets 

the specifications of Dubai Municipality,” 

she said. “This makes our customers 

comfortable and ensures repeat visits.” 

The salon employee added, “Although 

the majority of customers don’t enquire 

about our cleanliness measures, four out of 

10 customers ask us to show our towels and 

products before we use them. We do oblige 

whenever asked. Overall, we make sure that 

Security And Safety For All

doing manicure and pedicure, I tell the 

salon to open a new set [of tools] for me. 

One of the prime reasons that drives me 

back to the same salon is cleanliness.”

‘BE AwArE’ CAMpAIgn
Last month (July), Dubai Municipality 

reported issuing more than Dh200,000 

in fines to salons that failed to 

meet mandatory safety and health 

requirements.

As a part of its ‘Be Aware’ campaign 

to raise awareness on the importance 

of using safe and disposable tools, the 

Public Health and Safety Department of 

the civic body inspected around 1,000 

salons during the last week of Ramadan.

The civic body inspected 872 men’s 

salons, of which 260 were slapped with 

fines, while 79 faced warnings. Amongst 

women’s salons, 126 were inspected, 

60 were issued fines and 28 left with 

warning.

Fines amounted to Dh153,000 for 

men’ salons and Dh64,600 for women’s 

salons. Poor work hygiene, absence of 

occupational health cards, and failure to 

adhere to work uniforms topped the list 
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Washing or drying 
towels and aprons 

in inappropriate and 
unhygienic areas or 

outside the shop isn’t 
allowed

Sa l o n  Ch e c k l i st
Things that you should look out for in a salon:

• Was the salon hygiene policy explained to you? 
• Was the salon generally neat and clean? 
• Did the technician/therapist wash/sanitise their 

hands before the treatment? 
• Were hand sanitisers available in the toilets? 
• Were towels in the bathrooms and treatment 

rooms clean and neatly displayed? 
• Were products in the treatment rooms clean and 

packaging in good condition? 
• If gowns / slippers were provided, were they 

clean and in good condition? 

• All staff should get valid occupational health cards 

issued from Dubai Municipality within the first month of 

starting the work on the premises. In case of renewal, 

the card must be renewed within one month after the 

expiry date.

• Personal hygiene of the staff should be maintained 

(through clipping nails, not wearing metal jewellery, 

wearing appropriate footwear that covers the entire 

foot, clean hair and clothes, avoiding smoking, and 

cleansing the mouth of smoking odours). 

• Employees must wash, clean and disinfect their 

hands after serving each customer.

• Avoid dealing with customers’ skin diseases, 

treating acne and pimples, or providing any medical 

advice or remedies or something like that.

• Gloves must be worn when providing hair 

colouring services.

• Employees at salons and beauty centres must 

be trained to avoid problems related to lack of 

experience or wrong practices.

Source: Dubai Municipality

LEgAL rEqUIrEMEntS 

all our things are clean and hygienic, so the 

customers don’t have any issues.”

Random inspections of salons did take 

place, she said, but civic body officials 

would visit a salon only when there was a 

formal complaint. “In the past four years, 

we’ve only had one inspection. We haven’t 

faced any issues till now,” she said.

Kuruvaran Ajaya, an Indian barber in 

Dubai, said that it was forbidden to re-use 

towels and aprons without washing them, 

as per Dubai Municipality regulations. 

Moreover, washing or drying towels and 

aprons in inappropriate and unhygienic areas 

or outside the shop isn’t allowed. Washed 

towels and aprons should preferably be used 

in plastic bags before use.

A municipality team came to visit 

Customers who witness unhygienic salon 

practices are urged to contact these hotlines:

800 8811
Consumer Protection Section Abu Dhabi 

Department of Economic Development

800 9090
Dubai Municipality

04 223 2323 Public Health Department, 

Dubai Municipality (for public health and 

consumer-safety complaints) 

Ajaya’s shop before Eid. “They checked 

the cleanliness and hygiene in our salon. 

They checked whether we wore uniforms 

(preferably with long sleeves) and 

whether the equipment were sterilised,” 

he said. “No fines were issued, but 

they did ask us to rectify some of our 

procedures, which they said would be 

checked during the next visit.”



In the news: It’s all eyes on Rio de Janeiro this month, when the cauldron is lit at 
Maracanã Stadium on August 5, signalling the start of the 2016 Summer Olympics 

summeR in Rio 
The torch of the 2016 Olympiad began its relay run in April. With 

the world’s greatest sports festival being inaugurated on August 5, 
let’s take a quick look at the many aspects of this heritage

Carried across several countries by relay runners, the Olympic torch ends its 

journey at the iconic Maracanã Stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on August 5.

The torch has a rich history, and being able to carry it is a great honour.

The torch of the Ancient Olympic Games was lit 

using sunrays and a skaphia, the precursor of the 

parabolic mirror used today. In the Modern Olympic 

Games, the torch is still lit in Olympia, Greece, the first 

point of departure for the torch.

Design
The 2016 Olympic torch design 

aims to bring together “movement, 

innovation and Brazilian flavour.”

The Rio torch has ribbons of 

different colours, each 

representing aspects of nature in 

Brazil – gold for the sky and the 

sun; green for the mountains 

around Rio; blue for the 

seascapes; and darker blue for 

the land.

Routes
Traditionally, the torch has 

been carried by relay 

runners. But since the 

cities holding the Games 

are far and wide across 

the world, the torch now 

travels by boat or plane as 

well. 

Runners
It’s a matter of huge prestige for 

anyone to be an Olympic torch 

runner. The original torch-

bearers were always young, 

athletic men. In the 1972 Games 

in Munich, for the first time, 

disabled people and women 

were also chosen. 

Evolution
While the Modern 

Olympic Games 

began in 1896 in 

Greece, the modern 

torch carrying the 

flame was introduced 

for the 1928 Games in 

Amsterdam. 
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sport

Olympia, Greece was the site of the ancient Olympic 
Games



12,000 
People are carrying the flame all 
way to the Maracanã Stadium, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for the 
Olympic Games opening 
ceremony on August 5

8,848m
The highest elevation reached by the Olympic 
torch – when the 2008 Games torch reached the 
summit of Mt Everest

People of Brazil estimated 
to have seen the torch relay

90%
Towns and cities in 
Brazil visited by the 
Olympic torch329

200m
Distance covered by each 
torch-bearer during the relay run

Security And Safety For All

57999 Security and Safety for allAUGUST 2016

The largest number of torch-bearers and the 
longest relay for a Summer Olympiad  

(for the 2008 Games in Beijing)

21,800

‘I’ve reached my dream of being part of the Olympics’
Syrian refugee Ibrahim Al-Hussein, a promising sportsman whose career was cut short 

by a bomb, made history on April 26 this year, when he was handed the Olympic torch 

five days after it was lit in Olympia, Greece, in a traditional ceremony.

Al-Hussein, who had reached Greece by boat, like hundreds of other refugees, carried 

the torch through an Athens centre for refugees as part of the relay for the 2016 Games 

in Rio de Janeiro.
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violent PRanks aRen’t 
something to laugh at

Ali Obaid is a veteran Emirati commentator 
and writer on local issues; he currently heads the 

News Centre at Dubai Media Incorporated

Fake kidnappings of unsuspecting people and scaring guests with fire for 
TV shows may get ratings and guffaws, but they’d inevitably damage the 
psyche of the very young

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior

t
he tone and content of television dramas, soap 

operas and advertising campaigns broadcast on 

Arabic channels during Ramadan caused 

widespread controversies, as some viewers and critics said 

that they were at conflict with the values and principles of 

the holy month, according to what was published on CNN 

Arabic few days after the beginning of Ramadan.  

Professor Hala Abu Ali, General Secretary of the National 

Council for Childhood and Motherhood in Egypt, said that 

most of TV serials aired during Ramadan showed violent 

crimes, murders, drug addiction and infidelity. For instance, 

one serial had a scene in which a child killed to defend the 

honour of his sister, and then ran away. The shows included 

offensive words and scenes that contradicted community 

values and human rights. 

Prof. Abu Ali added that the child 

helpline in Egypt received complaints 

against an infamous prank programme 

whose concept was based on using 

fire to scare guests, a matter that 

could arouse the instinct of violence in 

juvenile viewers, and could encourage 

them to pull such a dangerous prank on their peers. Prof. 

Abu Ali urged broadcasters to stop airing prank shows 

involving any kind of violence, especially if they satirically 

imitated the radical thoughts and actions of ISIS (Daesh), as 

well as other programmes that showed hitting, kicking and 

abusing, as this could influence children.

The Media Monitor of Addiction Fighting and Treating 

Fund, which belongs to the Ministry of Social Solidarity in 

Egypt, registered 348 smoking and drug addiction scenes, 

with a total length of 10 hours, whose breakdown is as the 

following: 272 smoking scenes with a total length of 7 hours 

and 27 minutes; 76 drug addiction and drinking scenes with 

a total length of 2 hours and 35 minutes. These were shown 

Such silly programmes 
show violence as a 
fait accompli that we 
must live with

in soap operas in just the first five days of Ramadan. The 

Monitor issued a blacklist of serials that contained those 

smoking and drug addiction scenes. 

This points to the potentially significant damaging 

influence of several soap operas and prank shows. It could 

destroy a generation that spends a full month in front of TV 

sets to see pranks that seriously frighten their guests. 

The worst is the prank show Mini Daesh, which is a comic 

re-enactment of the terrorist attacks and intimidation carried 

out by the real Daesh; though comical, the prank was very 

violent. On this show, the programme team chooses a guest, 

then takes that guest to flat, pretending that they belong to 

Daesh. The show guest is put through a horrifying and 

humiliating experience, at the same time being scared by fake 

shooting that appears to kill someone.

Such silly programmes are far worse 

than addiction and drinking scenes, as 

they show violence as a fait accompli 

that we must accept and live with. 

Thus, kidnapping people will be a 

normal act, burning them alive is just a 

prank, and releasing lions on them is 

humorous entertainment. The expected outcome of this 

absurdity is a generation that will be accustomed to seeing 

people harmed. Frightening and humiliating them will just 

look like entertainment. 

We may watch such programmes while relaxing on our 

sofa, drinking a juice, and sharing laughs with them, without 

realising how badly such programmes can turn them into 

twisted adults.

Such programmes are ruinous for the young. Their makers 

and sponsors not only disrespect the feelings of others, but 

also play with fire. That fire could burn and destroy the higher 

feelings and consideration of the spectators, just as terrorist 

organisations burn and destroy humans.
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Abu DhAbi Summer SeASon 2016 continueS – the highlightS Are bollywooD 
muSic blitz, theAtricAl extrAvAgAnzA, AnD ShowS by StAr comicS from 

inDiA, AmericA AnD the ArAb worlD, beSiDeS much fun for kiDS AnD fAmilieS 

SongS and 
laughter galore

abu dHabi spotligHt

SpongEBoB SqUArEpAntS
In the underwater world, SpongeBob 

SquarePants is usually at work in The 

Krusty Krab diner. When the world’s 

most dedicated fry cook isn’t on 

duty, he’s in his pineapple house 

with his pet snail, Gary. Or, along with 

best pal Patrick, riding fishing hooks, 

even competing against a rock in 

a race. SpongeBob’s sunny outlook 

makes even the most ordinary day 

extraordinary.

DorA
The adventurous, bilingual, 

seven-year-old Latina heroine 

lives in a lush, tropical world. She’s 

the Indiana Jones of children. An 

extremely active kid, Dora plays 

soccer, goes dancing, camping, 

doing gymnastics, and embarks on 

magical adventures. She always 

asks kids questions – not as a 

teacher, but as a friend.

SHAUn tHE SHEEp
Shaun, Bitzer, the Farmer, and the Flock 

come together a brand new adventure. 

When the Farmer decides it’s time to clear 

out his old junk, he leaves a strange box 

behind. Shaun and Bitzer discover the 

secret: an old dance mat and music machine. 

You know what this means? It’s dance time!

CHAMpIonSHEEp
There’s fun games and rewards 

galore at the Championsheep. Children 

get a card that’s stamped after each 

event. With the completed reward card, 

they get a badge and a photo on the 

podium.

tHE two-month Abu Dhabi 

Summer Season festival is a 

bonanza of music, comedy, 

theatre, kids’ shows and other 

entertainment. The season started 

in July and continues in the 

second week of September, held 

across venues in Abu Dhabi city, Al 

Ain and the Western Region. In this 

phase, big names from the Hindi 

film industry (aka ‘Bollywood’) 

and comedy superstars from 

Hollywood and the Arab World will 

enthral viewers.
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FAMILY CooKIng ContESt 
Al Gharbia: Tilal Liwa Hotel, Danat Jebel Dhanna 

Resort (August 26)
A family that cooks together bonds together – with that 

motto, this event asks families who enjoy food to create 

some, while having fun. The contest is open to all in-house 

guests free of charge. Ingredients will be provided, and 

there’s a grand prize for the winning family. 

pooL VoLLEYBALL At LIwA
Al Gharbia: Tilal Liwa Hotel (August 12)
All in-house guests above the age of 18 can take part in a 

friendly game of pool volleyball. Participants get a certificate 

and winners get fun prizes.

tHE DIStrICt
Abu Dhabi: Du Forum, Yas Island (August 

18-September 17)
This is a creative 

platform for young 

people aged 14-22 

years, enabling them to 

discover their own skills 

and interest, giving 

them a place for trying 

out innovation and 

receiving keep them 

updated on technology, 

fashion, digital media, 

health, science, nutrition 

and sustainability. The 

District is specifically 

designed for the 

youth to spend a 

month to explore 

their own talents and 

inclinations. Open 

seven days a week, 

the event schedule can 

be custom-tailored. The area is divided into: the park; alley; 

dome; street; and block. Each area has a unique design 

and purpose. Activities include smartphone photography, 

gaming, 3D design workshops, acting classes, fashion 

design, live performances etc. Every weekend, an additional 

showcase of guests, both local and international, conducting 

workshops, classes and informal discussions can be 

witnessed.

tHE KApIL SHArMA  
CoMEDY SHow

Abu Dhabi: Al Raha Beach 
Theatre (August 12)

The unofficial ‘comedy king’ of India, 

television celebrity Kapil Sharma, 

brings his stand-up act to Abu Dhabi, 

making his debut here. Known for 

hosting Comedy Nights with Kapil 

and the Kapil Sharma Show, on which 

latest film releases are promoted through comic situations, this 

funnyman is guaranteed to leave audiences clutching their 

sides. His trademark style is instant improvisation, not sticking 

to any rehearsed script, which makes his act so spontaneous.

MArLon wAYAnS - StAnD Up 
CoMEDY

Abu Dhabi: Emirates Palace 
(August 19)

Hollywood comic Marlon Wayans, 

a veteran of 25 years, performs his 

stand-up show for the first time in Abu 

Dhabi. He is the youngest of the Wayans 

brothers, who qualify as movers and 

shakers of American showbiz.

pEtEr pAn
Abu Dhabi: Al Raha Beach Theatre (August 31-September 3)
The enchanting stage version of Peter Pan, the story of the boy who’s always young, 

draws its elements from theatre, cinema, popular music, circus and illusions. The show 

has 50 actors, dancers, stunt people, acrobats and illusionists from 10 different countries. 

The little fairy Tinkerbell, narrator of the story, hovers magically above the audience. 

The original score from music director Matt Dunkley is supported by 16 classic songs, 

ranging from Robbie Williams to Rod Stewart, and from Supertramp and Seal to Puccini.
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SHAAn: LIVE In ConCErt
Abu Dhabi: Emirates Palace (August 11)
Top playback singer and television entertainer Shaan performs 

accompanied by top musicians and supporting vocalists. The 

host of shows like Sa Re Ga Ma Pa; Sa Re Ga Ma Pa L’il Champs; 

and Star Voice of India, the singer 

has belted out hits after hits 

during his long playback career, 

which took off with the love 

song Musu Musu Hasi Deu 

Malai Lai in 1999. Romantic and 

melodious pop numbers in 

Hindi films are his forte, though 

he is also well-versed in genres 

as varied as jazz, ghazals, and 

hip-hop. Some of his most 

famous numbers include Tanha 

Dil, Chand Sifarish, Jab Se Tere 

Naina and Suno Na. 

CIrqUE ADrEnALInE
Abu Dhabi: Al Raha Beach Theatre (August 18-19)
A blend of co-ordinated gymnastics, extreme sports, 

and gravity-defying acts, Cirque Adrenaline is just what the 

name promises – it’ll give viewers a big adrenaline rush. 

Billed as a “pulse-pounding spectacular”, the circus has 

tweaked traditional acts like trapeze to make them more 

visually amazing, while also requiring a greater degree of 

skill. Flame-wielding fire-spinners, astounding contortionists, 

daredevil motorcyclists are all a part of the show.

HEArt For SALE
Al Ain: Al Ain 

Municipality Theatre 
(September 1-2)

A great show featuring 

the hugely popular comedian 

Tarek Al Ali. His new theatrical 

production Heart for Sale had 

its premiere at this year’s summer 

season fest, and this is the repeat 

performance. Other big names in the show are Ahmad Al 

Faraj and Mais Kamar. The plot tackles the theme of personal 

integrity, with Ali playing a poor man who has put his heart up 

for sale, in order to financially help his own family. The poor’s 

man healthy heart is for sale to a rich man with a diseased 

heart. Find out what happens when both men get stuck on a 

malfunctioning plane that’s about to crash!

ArAB CoMEDY FEStIVAL
Abu Dhabi: Yas Mall (September 9-10) 
If you can speak or at least understand Arabic, this is the 

show to watch in the second weekend of September. The 

newly created Arab Comedy Festival has a stellar line-up, with 

performances by leading Arab comedians of the Middle East.

The first evening, hosted by the popular Emirati figure 

Bin Baz, will feature stand-up acts by the Saudi Trio, Fadi Al 

Shehri, Ibrahim Saleh and Ibrahim Khairallah, amongst others.

The second evening, hosted by Taim Al Falasi, one of the 

first Emirati women to establish an Internet radio show, will 

present Rajae Qawas, Darine Al Bayed and Fahad Al Butairi.

All of the featured artists have major fan following on social 

media and on YouTube. 

CoMEDY SUpErStAr
Abu Dhabi: Al Raha Beach Theatre (September 9)
Four renowned comics – Eddie Griffin, D.L. Hughley, Charlie 

Murphy, and Aries Spears – come together on stage to 

entertain audiences with their distinctive variety of wisecracks. 

abu dHabi spotligHt
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the  
engagement 
trap
Arm-twiSteD into Accepting A bAD 
relAtionShip, A young girl terribly 
SufferS from her unDeSirAble 
fiAncé 

By WAGIH HASSAn
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F
orced by her brother to drop out of 

school and prepare for marriage, 

a young girl suffered terribly in the 

hands of her of fiancé.

The hard times began for Zaina at the 

age of 19, when her father died. Her mother 

Sadiya was 47, the family was poor and the 

mother devoted her energies to finding a 

good match for her dear daughter. Zaina 

was still in high school at the time.  

Her brother Nabeel, who lived nearby, 

promised the two women that he’d let them 

stay with him, after selling the family home, 

because his present income wasn’t enough 

to pay for his mother and sister.

Nabeel, 23, was an opinionated young 

man. Even though he couldn’t support his 

mother and sister, he had views on what 

women should do with their life. According 

to him, their father shouldn’t have let Zaina 

go to school and should have got her 

married instead.

With their father gone and their mother 

in a weak position because of her poverty, 

Nabeel began putting pressure on Zaina 

to quit school. Though she resisted, his 

constant bullying finally made her give in; 

she also agreed to his demand that she 

should marry a man called Ghalib, 35. 

This fellow, a relative of Nabeel’s 

wife, had a bad reputation in the 

neighbourhood, infamous for his crooked, 

warped ways of dealing with others. 

Nevertheless, Nabeel browbeat Zaina 

into agreeing to an engagement with 

Ghalib. They’d be engaged for two months 

before the wedding ceremony.

Zaina didn’t give up resisting. After 

the engagement, she tried to convince 

her undesirable fiancé to break off the 

betrothal – she insisted that the marriage 

wouldn’t be a good one, as they were so 

different in intellect and temperament, 

unable to agree on anything. The obstinate 

Ghalib rejected all her pleas and tears.

While she was trying to end the 

engagement, Zaina got a significant 

piece of news from a friend. Ghalib was 

secretly married to another woman, for 

three years now! 

Having already realised the futility of 

She was hostage to these 
photos, which would 
be made public if she 

refused to get married

expecting Ghalib to be reasonable, Zaina 

took direct action, and went straight to 

the secret wife, Muna, 27. The wife wasn’t 

aware of her husband’s engagement at 

all. Upon learning about it, she reacted 

with fury. 

Muna was going to confront Ghalib and 

take revenge for his extreme dishonesty – 

by then, she had remembered his strange 

insistence that she should abort their 

baby, claiming that he couldn’t afford to 

raise a child.

Zaina left her in a state of nearly 

hysterical anger. The two women also 

exchanged phone numbers.

Two days later, Muna rang Zaina and 

asked to meet her at a mall for something 

important. There, she handed Zaina 

some papers that would serve as proof of 

Ghalib’s forgery of some documents. The 

desperate wife wanted to humiliate her 

deceiving husband, and send him to the 

darkness of prison.

Before Zaina could take any steps with 

these documents, something dreadful 

happened. 

Ghalib quarrelled with Muna, who 

blurted out in anger that she knew about 

his engagement to the younger woman, 

adding that she had met her through a 

common friend. The rogue husband told 

her that she was hallucinating.

His overwhelming desire to marry 

Zaina wasn’t lessened, even though his 

deception was now revealed. Ghalib 

asked the young girl the next day to go 

out with him and get some fruit juice. Zaina 

agreed, careful not to cause any suspicion 

that she had proof of his misdeeds.

They went to one of the public parks. 

Ghalib went back to his car for a few 

minutes and returned with some cans of 

mixed fruit juice. When Zaina took a sip, 

the juice tasted very strange. She said so, 

but he told her that it was just an energy 

drink. Before long, Zaina was feeling dizzy 

and sick – little did she know that she 

had been drugged by her fiancé – and he 

offered to take her home.

But instead of home, Ghalib took her 

to an apartment, owned by his friend 

Kamal. The friend had given him the key 

to the flat, for those times when Ghalib felt 

like getting drunk. In this flat, he pushed 

Zaina into the bedroom, and once she 

had passed out completely, took several 

indecent photos of her.

When the poor girl woke up after half 

an hour, she was hit by a bombshell – she 

was hostage to these photos, which would 

be made public if she refused to get 

married.

Zaina went home in complete distress, 

devastated by Ghalib’s threat to kill her if 

she said anything to anyone.

But about a week before the wedding, 

the girl couldn’t take it any longer. She 

broke down and told her mother what her 

fiancé had done and that he was already 

married in secret. Sadiya immediately 

went to Nabeel, who was tending to his 

perfume shop at the time, and told him 

everything. 

Exploding in anger, Nabeel left his 

mother in the shop, grabbed a knife, and 

rushed to Ghalib’s shop. There would’ve 

been a bloodbath for sure, if other people 

hadn’t intervened and pulled them apart. 

Nabeel refused to leave the shop 

until Ghalib handed over the phone that 

contained his sister’s photos.

After checking the photos taken by 

Ghalib, the family – Nabeel, Zaina and 

Sadiya – went to the police. They handed 

over the phone as evidence.

The lousy fiancé was promptly arrested 

and brought to the police station, where 

he was astonished to see Zaina and her 

family. He didn’t last long in the face of 

the police interrogation, confessing to 

how he had blackmailed the girl. From 

there, the road to prison was a short one 

for Ghalib.
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Store owner encounterS the DevAStAting Sight of hiS Son lying lifeleSS, 
DeAD from multiple StAb wounDS 

I
t looked like a set-up straight out of 

detective fiction – but for the person 

who first discovered the scene of 

crime, it was a heart-rending sight.

Dr Mohamed, a 51-year-old pharmacist, 

found his son Adnan, 21, dead inside his 

pharmacy. The son had evidently died 

from stab wounds inflicted by a sharp 

blade. Adnan had been a third-year 

student of pharmacology, being trained to 

run his father’s business.

The day the crime took place, the 

father was away from the pharmacy on 

an important errand. When he was back 

after an hour or so, he had the most 

frightening, distressing experience of his 

life – in the inner room of the medicine 

store, a room used for storage, was the 

lifeless body of his dear son, covered in 

blood from multiple stab wounds.

Dr Mohamed couldn’t control himself; 

he cried and screamed, asking for help. 

People from nearby shops came over to 

see what was going on, and one of them 

called the police and the ambulance. 

Dr Mohamed worried about his wife, 

Adnan’s mother, wondering how she’d 

take the news. “Adnan was, for me and 

his mother, a breath of fresh air,” said the 

devastated Mohamed. “He was such a 

good person with high morals, so hard-

working and diligent.” The slain young 

man was held in high esteem by friends 

and family, who all rallied round the 

bereaved parents.

The Criminal Investigation Department 

inspected the scene, took fingerprints 

and examined the possible causes and 

circumstances.

The money from the 
day’s sales was missing 

from the cash box

CorpSe at the 
pharmaCISt’S Store

criMe & punisHMent 

Police sleuths questioned all those 

present around the pharmacy at the 

estimated time of the crime. It seemed 

that the killer had slipped in and out 

of the store unseen – or perhaps not 

remembered – by anybody. Other 

shopkeepers reported seeing nothing 

suspicious, apart from what they thought 

was the usual entry of customers into the 

pharmacy.

Since the money from the day’s sales 

was missing from the cash box, it could 

be assumed that robbery was the motive.

Forensic tests confirmed that Adnan’s 

death was caused by “receiving several 

stabs with a sharp object”, resulting in 

massive loss of blood.

Further investigation led to the 

shortlisting of some suspects with criminal 

records. Faces in the police records 

were matched with the faces in footage 

captured by a security camera installed at 

a shop near the pharmacy.

Police suspicion zeroed in on one 

suspect, 30-year-old Aboud, who had 

previously been sentenced to prison for 

theft. This Aboud lived near the pharmacy.

He was detained immediately for 

questioning. He held out for a while, 

protesting his innocence, but after several 

sessions of grilling, the whole story 

tumbled out – the suspect confessed 

to killing Adnan and stealing the store’s 

cash. The reason, he said, was “a 

personal dispute” between himself and 

the victim’s father.

Aboud’s brother had gone to prison 

following a case filed by Dr Mohamed, 

and since then, he had been plotting 

his revenge. The plan was to kill Adnan, 

because that would leave Dr Mohamed 

completely shattered.

The accused said that he had been 

thinking of this for a month, unable to 

sleep as the desire for revenge corroded 

his peace of mind. He surveyed the area 

around the pharmacy, observing the 

movement of people at different times of 

the day. Then he decided to strike.

“On that day, I came with a sharp knife 

hidden in my clothes. I stayed close to the 

pharmacy, watching for the father until he 

came out, got into his car and went his 

way,” said Aboud. The street was nearly 

empty and no one saw Aboud going into 

the pharmacy.

He pretended to be a customer, asking 

Adnan for some medicine. While the 

young man got busy fetching it, Aboud 

pulled out the knife, forced Adnan into the 

inner room, and immediately stabbed him 

in the chest. He kept stabbing the victim 

all over his body. The victim struggled, 

trying to escape, but he couldn’t as 

Aboud stabbed him hard in the back, 

making him fall on the floor. The last thing 

that Adnan heard was Aboud saying, 

“Your father is the one to be blamed, as 

he unjustly pushed my brother into prison. 
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Now is the time for revenge.” 

When Aboud was sure that Adnan 

was stone dead, he rushed to the cash 

box, stole whatever he found there and 

fled the scene, stepping out quietly, 

without drawing attention, as if he was 

just another customer leaving with his 

purchase.

Before entering his own house, which 

was near the pharmacy, he threw away 

the knife, wrapped in cloth and put inside 

a black plastic bag, putting it in a trash bin. 

Then he went to the bathroom, washed 

up, and removed any sign of his crime.

Tough luck, then, that the security 

camera ended his game.

The court gave Aboud a stiff penalty, in 

keeping with his heinous crime. 
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why is teRRoRism being linked 
with islam?

Maysa Rashed is a prominent UAE writer 
interested in local affairs and a former member of 

the Federal National Council (FNC)

Terrorism does not represent 
a faith; it represents deviant 
thought and behaviour. 
Its elimination should 
be through debate and 
through stressing upon right 
behaviour

t
he first half of 2016 can be described as anything but 

calm, as almost no nation managed to pass through it 

peacefully. But the stormy situation caused by act of 

terrorism, committed by an organisation that claims its 

affiliation to Islam, affected the security and stability of some 

communities. It has brought other nations to take 

precautionary measures. 

Now more than ever, the issue on terrorism has drawn the 

attention of world leaders – there’s the fact it is no longer 

confined to bombing and suicide belts in public areas and 

places of worship; it has now found its way into homes. The 

youth that have fallen victim to extremist beliefs, horrifying 

their families.

What’s more wearisome in the 

gray area of this ideological belief, to 

which no country is immune – Arab 

or non-Arab, Muslim or non-Muslim 

– is that the finger of accusation is 

mostly pointed at Islam and Muslims. 

It is a reality that happens to the 

extent that others become afraid of 

Muslims. It happens despite 

historical facts about Islam, and by 

ignoring the fact that terrorists have emerged from amongst 

the followers of other religions, too, even though none of 

those religions call for terrorism.

The actions and statements of ISIS or (Daesh) and similar 

organisations that claim to be Islamic are really an assault 

on true Islamic beliefs and principles. Terrorists claiming to 

follow other religions also disrespect the beliefs and 

principles of those religions in the same way.

The first call of Islam, more than 1,400 years ago, was for 

peace and calm. Its greeting “Salam”, in fact, means “peace.” 

This religion asks its followers to stay on the path of peace, love 

and brotherhood. Prophet Muhammad called upon Muslims to 

not harm brother Muslims either by their hands or their tongue, 

and to love their brothers as they love themselves. In this light,  

how can someone claiming to be a Muslim love killing, 

intimidation and extremism for his brothers?

Muslims being accused of terrorism have lived as minorities in 

other communities, working as teachers, doctors, athletes and 

scientists, benefiting themselves as well the communities in 

which they peacefully live. They have contributed also to 

protecting these societies by joining security forces. At the same 

time, a large number of non-Muslims live 

in Muslim societies. Then why is terrorism 

being linked with Islam?

This stereotyping against Islam is an 

affront to the dignity of Muslims. It 

overlooks the Islamic emphasis on 

science and knowledge. In the first verse 

of the Holy Quran, it says: “Iqraa,” 

meaning “read.” The verse calls for 

gathering facts through reading, science 

and other sources of knowledge.

Terrorism does not represent a faith; it represents deviant 

thought and behaviour. Its elimination should be through debate 

and through stressing upon right behaviour.

It doesn’t make sense to stand idly by as we see, hear and 

read about accusations directed against our religion, without 

taking any action to correct an idea. An attack on one faith is an 

attack on all faiths; an attack on beliefs is an attack on identities; 

and an attack on identities is an indication of abandonment. And 

that could damage a nation more than any terrorist could.

Ideological beliefs that do not seem to conform to any rule 
have emerged from amongst the followers of all faiths. That 
does not justify an attack on the faith itself
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summerG e t  y o u r  g r i p  o n

By SIBAnI PAul

Summer DAyS Are greAt fun for chilDren, but too much fun in the Sun 
cAn bring riSkS. here Are Some tipS for keeping them SAfe.
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H
ot season is inevitable. And 

just as similarly, it requires 

preparation to deal with it, if 

you’re spending August in 

the UAE. From keeping children and pets 

safe to taking care of your eyes, summer 

is a season for extra precautions. 

Don’t keep young children or pets 
in a locked car: 

This has been repeated so often 

that one shouldn’t need any further 

reminders, but well, turns out that people 

still forget this rule of summer. Running 

into a shop leaving a baby strapped in 

a car seat even for a few minutes, even 

with the AC running, can be fatal. The 

same goes for small children who can’t 

roll down the windows or call for help, 

and for pets. 

Dr Rajeshree Singhania, a paediatrician 

at Singhania Clinic in Dubai Healthcare 

City, said the young patients she treated 

for heat stroke were often those who had 

been left in cars, even though the parents 

didn’t divulge this immediately. “Children 

have immature thermo-regulatory 

systems,” said the doctor. “Even five 

minutes can be very dangerous for 

very young children.” Factor in the 

temperature rise: the temperature inside 

the car can rise as much as 80 per cent 

more than the ambient temperature 

outside within a few short minutes, when 

the car is not in the shade. Even in the 

shade, there’s a risk. 

clothes in pastel colours during outdoor 

work like site inspection; use good quality 

sunglasses with UV ray protection, as 

harsh sunlight can harm your eyes and 

the fragile skin around the eyes; eat juicy 

fruits whole (not juiced) to hydrate skin 

naturally and help it bounce back from sun 

damage.

Running into a shop 
leaving a baby strapped 
in a car seat even for a 
few minutes, even with 
the AC running, can be 

fatal

Avoid direct sunlight between noon and 
4pm: 

Hiding from the sun all day can result 

in Vitamin D deficiency and brittle bones, 

but spending a long time in harsh sunlight 

on a daily basis can cause serious skin 

problems. Despite its hot, sunny climate, 

there’s a remarkably low rate of skin 

cancer cases in the UAE. However, a 

low rate doesn’t mean a total absence 

of the disease. Staying outdoors in long 

stretches should be avoided between 

noon and 4 pm, when the sun rays 

generally hit the ground hardest. 

Always remember to apply waterproof 

sunscreen with a high SPF (sun protection 

factor) and reapply every three hours; 

wear long-sleeved but lightweight cotton 



Security And Safety For All

72 999 Security and Safety for all AUGUST 2016

tips & trivia

Take care of your stomach: 
Food rots real fast in temperatures 

between 35 and 40 degree Celsius, so be 

careful about how you store food and eat at 

home or takeaway. Meat is especially prone 

to developing bacteria. It is the reason why 

it is always advised by experts to separate 

meat from other foods in the fridge and on 

the cooking counter at home. Hire caterers 

for parties only after getting details of how 

they store and serve food – it would be a 

total embarrassment if several guests end 

up with food poisoning. Unless the catering 

manager is able to give clear and precise 

details about his/her arrangements and 

sounds hygiene-conscious, shop around for 

another one.

Keep an eye on your kitchen – there 

shouldn’t be any exposed food left as a 

nice invitation to the small cockroaches that 

infest most kitchens in the UAE, thriving 

in the hot and humid climate. Once you 

get the nasty stomach bugs, whether from 

kitchen pests or bacteria in food, the effect 

of ‘the runs’ is depressing and exhausting 

– and the bugs can trouble you for days or 

even weeks. 

Cut down on fizzy drinks: 
They’re bad in large doses at any time 

of the year, but more so in summer. You 

may think that the ice-cold cola going 

down your throat is heaven, but what really 

happens is that these carbonated drinks 

are diuretic, which means you’d need to 

visit the loo more often, resulting in possible 

dehydration. The sugar in the cola does 

nothing for your body, except give you a 

brief burst of energy. Water is way better 

than cola, and fruits are even better than 

water, as the fibre aids fluid retention. 

Banana is considered a great summer 

food, restoring the potassium lost 

through sweating. Watermelon, 

easily available in this season, is 

a fantastic summer food, being 

more than 90 per cent water, and 

extremely versatile – it can be used 

in salads, smoothies, or just eaten 

chopped. Rich in Vitamin C and A, 

the red fruit is a champion.  

Keep the AC setting high: 
Keep the air-conditioner temperature 

high, around 25-26 degrees, in summer, 

even when you feel like creating a sub-

zero situation indoors just because it’s 

so hot outside. The more time you spend 

in air-conditioned spaces in summer, 

the less your body can cope with the 

heat outside. Face it, you will have to 

spend some time walking outside; it 

can’t just be a dash from door to car, 

and car to door. The swings between 

very low and very high temperatures can 

cause a phenomenon called “thermal 

shock” for the body, disrupting its normal 

functioning, in particular the immune 

system. If the office AC is centrally 

controlled, and it feels quite cold, make 

sure to wear a light jacket to regulate 

your body temperature.

It takes very little work to make life safer 

and better. Good habits soon become 

second nature and everyone benefits. 

Bedouin robes – or any long, loose 
robes of the sort worn by Bedouins 
– have a naturally air-conditioning 
effect. Scientists have studied how 

the robes keep the wearer cool. 
It happens by convection, either 
through a ‘bellows’ effect, as the 

robes flap and flow in the wind, or 
by a ‘chimney’ effect, as air rises 

between robe and skin. 

DID YOU KNOW?
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women of glass 

Dr Samar Al-Shamsi is an internationally respected artist who is renowned for her 
commissioned portraits of high profile individuals, including the late Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al 
Nahyan, UAE President His Highness Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan, US President Barack 
Obama and others.

Beautiful when she is whole, sharp and jagged when she is broken, a real 
woman can give pleasure or pain, depending on what a man deserves 

T
here have been considerable anthropological, social 

and psychological studies about the unique aspects of 

women’s personality and how it differs from that of men. 

However, this interest hasn’t stopped at the academic 

and scholarly level. It has been a hot topic for ordinary people, 

and a considerable amount of popular literature has addressed 

the issue of man’s failure to understand woman’s personality.    

A woman of challenging personality is one who has the mind of 

a man, but with the heart of a child.

A woman can be compared to a glass vessel that contains and 

preserves its content, letting it be quite visible. And like a child’s 

heart, it has only love and absolute transparency. A child doesn’t 

usually know how to hide or lie.

Another challenging aspect is when the woman has a beautiful, 

attractive body which, if dedicated to love and passion, can give 

eternal, sacred and unimaginable pleasure. It’s like a flower with 

an exquisite scent that attracts you the more you draw near. 

The beauty of it is like the glowing crystal beauty of glass that 

fascinates the eye as it reflects awesome colours. 

However, you should be very careful with this kind of woman. 

She might have all the ingredients for your happiness, but make 

sure you don’t hurt her. As with glass, her beauty is engaging and 

perfect only when it’s sound and unscarred. Once broken, it can 

hurt you whenever you get close to it. So, better to deal with her 

very carefully and not to abuse her or to play around with her. 

When you’re with a woman who has the mind of a man that 

can judge things and put everyone in their proper place, a child’s 

heart that gives unconditional love with innocence and beauty, 

and a body that can take you over the clouds, you should be as 

considerate as a doctor who can feel the smallest pulse of his 

patient and follow up on his patient’s condition to the healthy 

end. A real woman, you should know, is not someone to be 

ignored.

Probably it wasn’t a coincidence that Prophet Mohammad 

described women as “bottles of fine glass”, telling His nation 

to be extremely considerate with them, because they are like 

bottles of exquisite perfume. He added that only honourable 

men would hold them very highly and only mean men would 

Prophet Mohammad described 
women as “bottles” of fine glass

abuse them. In the Holy Quran, the resourcefulness of women is 

stressed as “great”.   

As described by Prophet Mohammad, women are of glass! 

They have the solidity, the brightness, the transparency and the 

sharpness of glass. When they undertake a responsibility, they 

shine and excel, combining a man’s mind, a child’s heart and a 

female body, all in a gracious masterpiece of glass!  

coluMn

The views expressed by 999 columnists are their own and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the Ministry of Interior
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parts of famous people have for centuries been ‘stolen’ in the 
interest of science or for other reasons. these are some of the 

most bizarre and best-known examples 

Where’s the… uh, item?  

What: Benito Mussolini’s brain
When: april 1945
Where: Milan, italy

If a pathologist took Einstein’s brain to 
discover the source of his genius, the 
Americans apparently looked into 
Mussolini’s grey matter. Close to the end of 
World War II, Mussolini, the Italian fascist 
leader, was captured and executed in 
Giulino di Mezzegra village, northern Italy. 
His corpse – after being dumped in a town 
square in Milan and being attacked by the 
public – was buried in an unmarked grave 
in a cemetery in Milan. The grave was 
desecrated by anti-fascists; the body was 
later dug up and taken away by fascists. At 
some point, Mussolini’s brain ended up in 

the possession of Americans, the victorious 
side in WWII. 
In 1966, more than two decades after the 
execution, a part of the brain was returned 
by the US to the widow, Rachele Mussolini. 
She wrote later that Americans must have 
“wanted to know what makes a dictator.” 
What happened to the rest of the brain? 
Around 2009, Mussolini’s granddaughter 
Alessandra demanded an investigation 
when someone tried selling glass vials 
allegedly holding the Italian dictator’s 
brains and blood on eBay for 15,000 euro. 
The listing was promptly removed. 

One of the greatest geniuses in modern 
history, Albert Einstein was special, so his 
brain, too, must be that special, right? 
Pathologist Thomas Harvey wanted to find 
out what made Einstein the scientist he 
was. When the Nobel prize-winning 
physicist died in Princeton Hospital, on 
April 18, 1955, Harvey stole his brain. This 
went against the specific instructions left 
by Einstein regarding his body: he wanted 
no scientific research or hero worship; he 
was to be cremated and the ashes 
scattered. Since Harvey took the brain 
away without anyone’s permission, it was 
effectively a theft. This was discovered a 
few days later, at which point, Harvey 
managed to get the grudging consent of 

What: einstein’s brain
When: april 1955
Where: Princeton Hospital, new Jersey, uS

Security And Safety For All

Einstein’s son Hans Albert. The condition was 
that any research on the brain could be 
conducted only in the interest of science. 
Harvey was fired by the hospital and left for 
Philadelphia, carrying the brain. There, the 
organ was cut in about 240 pieces and 
preserved in celloidin, a hard and rubbery 
form of cellulose. The pieces were stored in 
two jars.
The brain – or its parts – stayed with Harvey 
for a long time. He moved to Kansas, working 
as a medical supervisor, and then to Missouri. 
All through this, he studied the brain in his 
spare time. His medical career went downhill 
and Harvey lost his licence after failing a test. 
But he never lost possession of the brain. 
Finally, in 1985, he published his research on 

Einstein’s brain. After that, five other 
studies on the brain were published, 
including two that involved Harvey’s work. 
The purpose of these studies was to find 
out if a genius’s brain structure could 
reveal clues to how neurology was 
connected to intelligence. A clear link was 
never established, but at least the effort 
was made.
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What: Shakespeare’s skull 
When: Sometime in 18th century
Where: Stratford-upon-avon, uK

AheAd of the screening of a 
documentary Secret History: 
Shakespeare’s Tomb in March 2016, the 
filmmakers did a radar scan of the Bard’s 
grave in Stratford-upon-Avon. It sort of 
confirmed a rumour: his skull was stolen 
by 18th century grave robbers. 
Shakespeare died in early 17th century 
(in 1616), so by the time the grave 
robbers came, the head would have 
decomposed completely, leaving only the 
skeleton. Even so, trophy hunters might 
have got a good price for it. The grave is 
a shallow one and the poet was covered 

in a shroud instead of being placed in a 
coffin, so grave robbers probably had it easy. 

The theory couldn’t be proved beyond 
doubt, as the documentary team used a 
non-invasive radar, respecting the Bard’s 
wish that his grave should be undisturbed. 
The grave is at the Holy Trinity Church in the 
English town. The archaeologist who led the 
investigating team for the documentary told 
the Guardian that “grave-robbing was a big 
thing in the 17th and 18th century”, and 
famous people’s skulls were stolen for 
potentially unlocking the secrets to their 
genius.

What: napoleon’s ‘item’ 
When: May 1821
Where: St Helena, South atlantic 

The most masculine part of the most famous general in the world 
was taken by the doctor who did an autopsy after Napoleon 
Bonaparte’s death. The penis was cut off by doctor Francesco 
Autommarchi in front of some witnesses, and then was acquired 
by priest Abbé Anges Paul Vignali. The body part remained with 
the Vignali family, until it was bought by American rare books 
dealer A.S.W. Rosenbach in 1924 and then displayed at the 
Museum of French Art in New York in 1927. Afterwards, the 
Lattimer family bought it in a Paris auction for $3,000 and from 
then on, always referred to it as “Napoleon’s item.” The senior 
Lattimer was a urologist, which probably explains his interest in 
this particular organ. 

What: thomas Paine’s body
When: around June 1819
Where: new rochelle, new york, uS

The political philosopher and writer’s words fired up the ideas that 
later triggered the American Revolution for independence in the 
late 18th century. For his contribution, England-born Thomas Paine 
was awarded 277 acres of farm land in New Rochelle, state of 
New York, the year after the war ended. However, his neighbours 
were actively unkind to him, and practically hounded him out of 
the farm. Paine moved to Manhattan, where he died in 1809, 
lacking both money and friends. His body was buried in the New 
Rochelle farm, but was exhumed around ten years later by an 
admirer. This person shipped the body to England, thinking that 
Paine would be given more respect in his birthplace. But instead of 
getting a good burial, the body remained in a trunk and was 
eventually lost – some stories say that his bones were recycled 
into buttons and that the skull had ended up in Australia. 

On March 30, 2001, to undo the wrongs of the past, a drive to 
piece Paine together began in New Rochelle with the title ‘Citizen 
Paine Restoration Initiative’. Even if nothing else is found, visitors 
to the Thomas Paine Cottage in New Rochelle can see his death 
mask and a grave mask, a moulding made from Paine’s 
decomposed body in 1822.  
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History

Change
over the 19th AnD eArly 20th centurieS, the greAt QASimi influence ceASeD, 
Abu DhAbi SAw StAbility, SmAller emirAteS gAineD inDepenDence, AnD DubAi 

pioneereD the tAx-free trADe-frienDly regime 

By Dr fAleH HAnzAl

of
WIndS 
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Abu Dhabi went into
battle twice against

troops from Nejd

T
he Emirates, like in the case 

of other areas in the Arabian 

Gulf, witnessed political events 

and conflicts since the early 

19th century. This was the era when the 

Kingdom Saudi Arabia and Oman played a 

critical role in political and military powers 

in the region.

As a result of the alliance of the Al 

Qawasim tribe with the Al Ghaferi tribe, 

which co-operated with Najdi forces, they 

got involved in a war against the British. 

The latter began a military campaign in 

the region in 1820, and conquered the 

emirate of Ras Al Khaimah, which belonged 

to Al Qawasim. Thus, the doors opened 

for the British to become the third political 

influencer in the Gulf.

Grand Qasimi emirate
A political figure from Al Qawasim 

emerged on the scene. He was the great 

Qasimi leader Sheikh Sultan bin Saqr I 

(1805-1866), who managed to play on 

multiple strings. He was able to manipulate 

the balance between the three aforesaid 

political powers, and build a grand Qasimi 

emirate that extended from Sharjah to Ras 

Al Khaimah after it was joined by Ajman 

and Ras Al Khaimah in a Ghaferi alliance. 

Moreover, Sultan bin Saqr I managed to 

fulfil his dream of adding a second coast 

on the Indian Ocean to the Qasimi emirate 

– this he did by obtaining recognition 

from Oman in 1852 that the area known 

as Al Shumailia coast, which extended 

from Dibba Al Hisn town to Kalb’a town, 

including Fujairah, belonged to Al 

Qawasim. The three islands of Greater and 

Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa in the Arabian 

Gulf belonged to Al Qawasim, too. The 

town of Lanja on the Iranian coast was 

the second Qasimi capital. However, the 

demise of this great leader in 1866 wrought 

havoc on the grand Qasimi emirate.

After that, a new strong political 

leadership emerged in Abu Dhabi and 

assumed a strategic status, when Sheikh 

Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbout (1855-

1909) occupied the throne of Abu Dhabi. 

He brought stability to Abu Dhabi, which 

had witnessed a lot of troubles since 1800. 

One of the main troubles was the Najdi 

threat. Abu Dhabi went into battle twice 

against troops from Nejd, who invaded 

upon the borders of Abu Dhabi on their 

way to Al Buraimi, but the Abu Dhabi 

soldiers defeated them. Thus, Abu Dhabi 

got involved in the multi-party conflict in Al 

Buraimi.

The emirate also witnessed the breaking 

away of the Al Bouflasa branch, from 

which the Al Maktoum clan originated. 

They settled in Dubai and announced their 

independence in 1833. Two years later, 

the tribe of Al Qubaisat also tried to split 

and announce independence in Al Adeed 

Creek. These two events triggered battles 

between the branches of Bani Yas, the 

largest tribal bloc in Abu Dhabi. 

The internal situation in Abu Dhabi was 

subject to frequent political disorders because 

of authority conflict, until Sheikh Zayed bin 

Khalifa bin Shakhbout came to power.

The seven sands
We can sum up the prevalent political 

situation in the seven emirates at the 

beginning of the 20th century as the following:

1) In Abu Dhabi, the ruler was Sheikh 

Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbout, and 

his surname was Al Falahi, referring to 

his grandfather Falah, and also Al Yasi, 

referring to his tribe Bani Yas. He claimed 

authority in 1855, and the first decade of 

his rule was dedicated to building Abu 

Dhabi and making internal reforms. In 

the second decade, he collaborated with 

Oman in curbing a revolution that erupted 

in Qatar in order to separate from Bahrain, 

and also in tackling the Nejd presence in 

Al Buraimi. He also waged a four-year war 

against Qatar because of the attempt of the 

Al Qubaisat tribe to split from Abu Dhabi. In 

the fourth decade of his rule, he managed 

to resolve this problem and the conflict with 

Dubai. Thus, he succeeded in reuniting the 

Bani Yas tribe.

In the last decade of his life, Sheikh 

Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbout became 

the most powerful ruler in the region; 

the other rulers regarded him as a father 

figure. He held the Al Khawaneej summit 

in 1906, the first such meeting for the 

rulers of emirates to discuss general 

issues. During his reign, he to get rid of 

the British hegemony and establish his 

own relationships with other countries, but 

Britain foiled his endeavour. 

2) In Dubai, the ruler was Sheikh 

Maktoum bin Hashr bin Maktoum I, who 

claimed authority in 1894, as the successor 
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of his uncle, Sheikh Rashid bin Maktoum I. 

Sheikh Maktoum bin Hashr bin Maktoum I 

was credited for establishing the very first 

economic and commercial bases in Dubai.

3) In Ajman, the ruler was Sheikh Abdul 

Aziz bin Humaid Al Nuaimi, who acceded 

to the throne in 1900, after the ruler, his 

uncle Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid Humaid 

Al Nuaimi.

4) In Sharjah, the ruler was Sheikh Saqr 

bin Khalid bin Sultan Al Qasimi, who took 

the leadership in 1883. Sharjah was subject 

to political turmoil because of the attempt 

of Ras Al Khaimah to secede from the Al 

Qasimi alliance.

5) In Ras Al Khaimah, its ruler Sheikh 

Humaid bin Abdullah Al Qasimi announced 

its independence in 1869. However, 

following his death in 1901, Sheikh Saqr 

bin Khalid bin Sultan Al Qasimi, the ruler of 

Sharjah, annexed Ras Al Khaimah to Sharjah 

and installed his son, Khalid, as a ruler there. 

6) In Umm Al Quwain, the ruler was 

Sheikh Ahmad bin Abdullah bin Rashid Al 

Mu’allah, who acceded to the throne in 

1867. Umm Al Quwain then was member 

of the Al Ghaferi alliance along with Al 

Qawasim, but the alliance was strained 

many times. Sheikh Ahmad bin Abdullah 

bin Rashid Al Mu’allah passed away in 

1904, and was succeeded by his son, 

Sheikh Rashid. 

7) In Fujairah, the ruler was Sheikh 

Hamad bin Abdullah Al Sharqi, who 

seceded from the Qasimi emirate and 

announced the independence of Fujairah 

in 1884. Fujairah had once witnessed 

endless troubles since its annexation 

by Sheikh Sultan bin Saqr Al Qasimi I to 

the grand Qasimi emirate in 1852. When 

Sheikh Sultan bin Saqr passed away in 

1866, Sheikh Hamad tried to split from the 

Qasimi emirate. Tensions remained until its 

full independence in 1884.

The event that shook the 
entire region was the 

British attack on Dubai

Four big waves
Coming to the political and economic 

developments in the first decade of 

the 20th century (1900-1910), four main 

developments can be noted.

The first one was the endeavour of 

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbout, 

the ruler of Abu Dhabi, to break the British 

control, particularly the enforced treaty 

signed between England and the rulers 

of emirates in 1892. The treaty prevented 

any ruler or any of his sons or successors 

to make a political connection with any 

country other than Britain. 

Zayed approached Iran with the aim of 

putting an end to the disputes between 

that country and the emirates. He also 

replaced the red flag of Britain with a 

green one, but a British destroyer arrived 

on October 6, 1900, and threatened Abu 

Dhabi with bombardment unless the red 

flag was hoisted again.

The second development was the Al 

Khawaneej summit, called by Zayed to 

discuss all outstanding issues between the 

emirates, particularly the independence 

of Fujairah. When Sheikh Khalid bin Saqr 

bin Khalid Al Qasimi began ruling Ras Al 

Khaimah, while his father ruled Sharjah, he 

decided to take back Fujairah, which had 

split from the grand Qasimi emirate in 1884. 

As a result, war erupted between the two 

parties. The most important fight was the 

Battle of Al Bathna, won by Fujairah. 

However, the dispute continued. The issue 

was raised by Lord Curzon, the British Viceroy 

in India, when he met the rulers of the emirates 

in Sharjah, and delivered a speech, which 

included the following: “There is a region on 

the Omani Coast of Al Bathna that belongs to 

the ruler of Sharjah, and some people resist 

his authority, and what we want is to remove 

the conflict and establish peace.” However, this 

speech did not resolve the issue. 

History
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Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa called for the 

Al Khawaneej meet in Dubai. It was held 

in the beginning of April 1906, and ended 

by resolving the Fujairah issue – the 

independence of Fujairah became a fait 

accompli. This is considered the nucleus of 

the union of the emirates.

The third event, which shook the entire 

region, was the British attack on Dubai. 

Britain put the sheikhs in a bind with a 

treaty in 1902, which banned them from 

importing weapons. As the emirates had 

been using quite primitive arms, some 

Dubai traders removed this ban and 

imported lighter, modern weapons.

In 1906, Sheikh Butti bin Suhail acceded 

to the throne in Dubai, after Sheikh Maktoum 

bin Hashr passed away. Britain was watching 

the situation in Dubai and the other emirates. 

In 1910, Britain accused Sheikh Butti bin 

Suhail of allowing traders to import arms and 

keep them concealed. When Sheikh Butti 

denied this, the British military ship berthed 

in the creek opened gunfire on the emirate, 

and infantry troops descended on Dubai. A 

three-day battle saw casualties on both sides. 

The fight ended with Britain gaining ground 

and establishing its influence in the region 

even more.

The fourth event was a continuation of 

tussles between Al Qawasim and Iran on 

the three islands of Greater and Lesser Tunb 

and Abu Musa—particularly the latter, as its 

land contained a reddish substance used 

in manufacturing dyes. The ruler of Sharjah 

had granted the concession of extracting 

and selling this substance to a number of 

companies and agents. However, whenever 

Iran found it opportune, it would sent its 

ships to Abu Musa, and its troops would 

remove the Qasimi flags from the island and 

raise their flag instead. 

When the British authorities got to know 

about these Iranian raids, they sent an 

official protest to the Iranian leadership, and 

also sent British military ships to Abu Musa 

to restore the Qasimi flags. The issue of this 

island ownership was a permanent source 

of tension between Al Qawasim and Iran.

Dubai opens trade doors
At the economic level, the most 

important regional development in the first 

half of the 20th century was the decisions 

taken by Sheikh Maktoum bin Hashr. These 

decisions are considered to be the first 

concrete block in the economic foundation 

of present day Dubai. 

What happened was that the Iranian 

forces conquered the town of Lanja, which 

was the Qasimi capital on the Iranian coast, 

ousted its ruler, Sheikh Mohammad bin 

Khalifa Al Qasimi, and took the control 

of the town. Lanja was a trade hub that 

linked the Arabian coast on one side, and 

the Iranian and Indian coasts on the other. 

Nonetheless, when Lanja fell into the 

hands of Iran, its trade suffered because of 

restrictive Iranian laws imposed on traders.

Exploiting this situation, Sheikh Maktoum 

bin Hashr contacted the Lanja traders who 

visited Dubai and saw in the Dubai Creek 

a strategic port-cum-commercial base. 

Sheikh Maktoum abolished custom duty 

on their goods. Consequently, a significant 

number of traders moved to Dubai and 

lived by the creek, in the quarters currently 

known as Bastakiya, Karashia, Laria and 

others. Thus, the foundation stone of 

Dubai’s ease of doing business was laid.

Change of guard
Before this decade ended, Sheikh Ahmad 

bin Abdullah bin Rashid Al Mu’allah, the ruler 

of Umm Al Quwain, passed away in 1904, 

and was succeeded by his son Rashid. 

Sheikh Khalid bin Saqr Al Qasimi, the 

ruler of Ras Al Khaimah, passed away in 

1908, and was succeeded by Sheikh Salim 

bin Sultan Al Qasimi. 

Sheikh Maktoum bin Hashr, the ruler 

of Dubai, passed away in 1906, and was 

succeeded by Sheik Butti bin Suhail. 

Sheikh Zayed bin Khalifa bin Shakhbout, the 

ruler of Abu Dhabi, passed away in 1909, and 

was succeeded by his son Sheikh Hamdan. 
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Middle East shrub may aid breast cancer treatment

Card games can help stroke survivors 

HealtH news

rESEArCHErS from UAE University in Al 

Ain have preliminary evidence that a shrub 

native to the Middle East has a chemical 

useful in treating a certain type of breast 

cancer.

Rhus coriaria, also known as sumac, is 

a plant that grows in Lebanon and parts of 

southern Europe. Its extract has medicinal 

value, so much so that lead researcher Dr 

Rabah Iratni called it “the goldmine.” As per 

the findings of the team, the Rhus coriaria 

extracts can stop tumour growth and the 

spread of cells of triple-negative breast 

cancer.

“This plant is amazing. I call it the 

goldmine,” said Dr Iratni, Associate Professor 

of Biology, speaking to the media. “Quite 

frankly, the first time when we carried out 

the experiments in vitro, it was surprising.”

The study found that the plant extract 

prevented – or at least made it harder – for 

cancerous cells to latch on to other kinds 

of cells. Therefore, it effectively curbed 

the spread of these cancerous cells and 

prevented new tumours. The research team 

also did in vivo studies using chick embryos 

and found the same results. The findings 

were published in Scientific Reports.

Triple-negative breast cancer is common 

SIMpLE card games stimulate motor 

functions and aid the recovery of people 

who have suffered a cerebral stroke, 

Canadian researchers have found. 

Handling a video games console worked 

well, too. The findings were published 

in the journal Lancet Neurology. The 

researchers said exactly what games a 

in young women, and it has so far been 

difficult to treat because in this type, the 

cancerous cells lack receptors for a protein, 

HER2, and the hormones progesterone and 

oestrogen. These receptors are necessary 

for available medication to target these 

cells. 

Dr Iratni’s research brings new hope 

to patients suffering from triple-negative 

cancer. The medicinal properties of Rhus 

coriaria is not a new discovery – it has 

been used to treat dysentery, sore throats, 

liver problems etc – but its use in fighting 

cancer is a breakthrough. Dr Iratni’s team 

has reportedly also found that Rhus coriaria 

extract kills colon cancer cells; details of this 

will be published in another paper.

The lead author expressed hope that 

pharma companies would turn the extracts 

into a new drug within the next few years.

patient played was less important than 

what the game required – concentration, 

thinking, moving the arms and flexing the 

fingers, and repeating the movements.

In the study, the researchers compared 

the effect of virtual reality gaming and 

traditional games on upper limb motor 

skills of stroke survivors. VR gaming is now 

frequently used as stroke rehabilitation 

therapy.

The study subjects were 141 patients 

who had recently survived a stroke, and 

had impaired mobility in one or both 

hands and arms. They were divided in two 

groups – one played on the Wii games 

console; the other was engaged in playing 

cards and other recreational activities. All 

other care and treatment remained the 

same for both groups, which played either 

video games or card games for a total of 

10 hours over a fortnight. After the study 

period, both groups showed significant 

improvement in motor skills and the 

improvement continued even after four 

weeks.

In a cerebral stroke, blood supply to 

some part of the brain is cut off either by a 

clot or a bleed. Survivors can take a very 

long time to recover or live with permanent 

impairment.
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E-cigarettes put users at risk of oral disease

Can oral aloe vera help diabetics?

ELECtronIC cigarettes aren’t as safe 

as some people believe them to be. A 

study published in the journal PLOS One 

has shown that e-cigarette vapour has 

toxic substances and nanoparticles that 

damage the cells of the mouth, and that 

could lead to oral diseases.

Though many studies have spoken 

in favour of e-cigarettes, judging them 

to be relatively harmless compared to 

cigarettes, this new research shows that 

there’s still a red flag. These products 

are banned in the UAE, but it has been 

reported that despite the ban, some shops 

continue to sell e-cigarettes.

The latest research was led by Dr Shen 

Hu, Associate Professor of Oral Biology 

at the University of California-Los Angeles 

(UCLA). The team gathered cell cultures 

from the area of the mouth behind the 

teeth and gums.

Then, using a machine that generates 

e-cigarette vapour, the team exposed 

these cell cultures to the vapour. The 

process mimicked the effect of actual 

e-cigarette use on the human oral cavity. 

DIABEtES has become such a global 

epidemic now that substantial chunks 

of the population in most countries are 

affected. The disease is acknowledged 

as a serious matter in the UAE, where 

19 per cent of the population, or about 

one in every five people are said to have 

the condition. Even when medication is 

effective and affordable, prolonged use 

vapour contained nicotine, menthol, metal, 

silica, and carbon nanoparticles. These 

were present in varying proportions in 

different e-cigarette brands, and they 

damaged the cell cultures by reducing the 

levels of an important antioxidant in the 

cells. 

Next, the team tested the substances 

present in the vapour and measured how 

much of it was left on the cell cultures and 

what the impact was.

These tests found that an alarming 

85 per cent of oral cavity cells were 

destroyed by the e-cigarette vapour. The 

comes with side effects. A natural remedy, 

therefore, is highly desirable and timely.

Aloe vera, the wonder plant with many 

medicinal properties, is mainly known for 

external application to prevent and mitigate 

skin problems. Now, however, a meta-

analysis of nine studies suggests that oral 

intake of aloe vera could help people with 

diabetes and pre-diabetes.

Researchers at the David Grant USAF 

Medical Centre at Travis Air Force Base in 

Fairfield, US, reported their findings in The 

Journal of Alternative and Complementary 

Medicine. It revealed that diabetics whose 

fasting blood glucose (FBG) was above 

200 mg/dl (milligrams per decilitre) might 

benefit the most from oral aloe vera 

therapy.

Aloe vera has been used in traditional 

alternative medicine in China, Japan, India, 

Egypt and Mexico. The leaves of the plant 

– the green outer rind and the transparent 

inner gel – are said to have the most active 

medicinal compounds. 

The study authors have said that active 

compounds include vitamins, enzymes, 

minerals, anthraquinones, monosaccharide, 

polysaccharides, lignin, saponins, salicylic 

acids, phytosterols, and amino acids, and 

some of these played a role in regulating 

blood glucose. Trace elements in aloe 

vera such as chromium, magnesium, 

manganese and zinc are known to be also 

good for glucose metabolism. 
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Take a peek aT The newesT musT-have high-Tech elecTronic devices

gadgets

New geNeratioN 
padlock
It’s a total nightmare when you’re travelling and just after 
pressing your small suitcase padlock in place, you realise that the 
key is still inside the suitcase. Not much better if the little key is 
mislaid and you need to open the suitcase or backpack urgently. 
Those problems are eliminated by the Master Lock Bluetooth 
Padlock, a smart lock that opens via a free companion app. In case 
your smart device (i.e. phone, tablet) is lost or forgotten, the lock 
has a directional keypad as a backup. The app has access history, 
tamper alerts, and battery status; also, the boron carbide shackle 
is resistant to cutting and sawing. There is an indoor version and a 
water-resistant version for outdoor use.

Website: www.masterlock.com/bluetooth
Price: $50 (Dh183.64)

Self-optimiSiNg 
wi-fi
Life without wi-fi is now next to unthinkable. Just about every 
place has it. However, the signal may not be evenly spread 
through your home or office, creating annoying disturbances 
in Internet usage. The new Plume Wi-Fi System has not one 
router but a bunch of tiny pods that can be scattered across 
an apartment or office floor to ensure total coverage, while 
the routing duties are carried out from the cloud. This is billed 
as the world’s first self-optimising wi-fi system, controlling 
the network to maximise performance. The colours - 
champagne, silver, or black – make the pods cool and stylish.

Website: www.plumewifi.com
Price $235+ (pre-order stage) (Dh863+)

a thiNg of beauty 
aNd power
An outstandingly good-looking gadget, the Devialet Gold 
Phantom Speaker also has sufficient power to hold its own 
against much bigger stereo speakers. Its ADH (analogue-
digital hybrid) amplification system ensures zero distortion, 
zero saturation, and zero static. The speaker’s 4,500W 
power is enough to produce sound levels up to 108 dB, or 
concert-level volume. The aluminium mid-range and bass 
drivers let it hit notes down to 14 Hz, while the titanium 
tweeter is capable of reaching 27 kHz. Wi-fi, Bluetooth, 
Airplay, and Spotify Connect support lets it partner various 
audio sources. The fabulous 22 carat pink gold finish makes it 
a conversation piece.

Website: http://en.devialet.com
Price: $3,000 (Dh11018.25)
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click, priNt, Share
An upgrade from its previous mini printer, the Fujifilm Instax 
Share SP-2 prints faster, better and offers more features 
and custom options. The printer connects to any Android or 
iOS device or a compatible camera via the Share app. That 
means photos can be immediately transferred and printed 
out on Instax Mini Film ($19.95 for a double pack of 20). A 
physical copy can be a treasured item on the work desk or 
in a family album. The SP-2 prints each photo in 10 seconds; 
also, it’s quieter and offers a higher pixel density (800 X 
600) than before. The updated printer also has more filters 
and templates, giving users more options to create 
personalised shots. The ‘Real Time Template’, for example, 
puts the date, place, weather, temperature and humidity 
level in the photo frame. A new ‘Collage’ mode lets users 
print two, three or four photos together in one go. The 
internal battery is charged through micro USB.

Website: http://instax.com/share/en/
Price: $199.95 (Dh734.37)  

cool project for 
kidS
Renowned as one of the world’s best makers of audio products, 
Bose has now brought out a cool DIY kit for kids that helps them 
build their own speakers and gets them interested in tinkering and 
hand assembly. The DIY BoseBuild Speaker Cube is a fun science 
project that culminates in a great gadget. The cube kit is for children 
aged eight or older, or for adults who love DIY. Users can learn how 
sound and speakers work, the concepts of frequency and 
waveforms, and basics of magnets and electromagnets. A 
companion app guides users through the project, so parents 
needn’t worry about this being yet another demand on their time. 
The kit includes a control panel, magnet, coil, speaker panel, power 
supply, side panels, clips and eight different grill designs to decorate 
the front of the speaker – no soldering required. The cube speaker 
includes a 3.5-millimetre audio jack and Bluetooth. What the user 
needs to bring is scissors and strong sticky tape, plus any device 
running iOS 8 or later.

Website: build.bose.com/products/bosebuild-speaker-cube
Price: $149 (Dh547.24)
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that’S aN amaziNg 
Notebook
This kind of stuff used to be science fiction until very recently, 
but well, now it’s here, and in no time at all, we shall probably get 
used to it. Here’s this writing set that automatically transfers all 
your scribbles and doodles to your connected smart device, 

without any need to scan or e-mail. And who else should come 
up with this but one of the world’s top names in quality 
notebooks? The Moleskine Smart Writing Set consists of a 
specially designed ‘paper tablet’ notebook, a smartpen and an 
app. Anything a user writes or draws on the notebook using this 
pen is instantly captured on the smart device as long as the app 
is in action, which makes this a most incredible tool for 
illustrators, architects, students, or just about anyone who likes 
to write, sketch and save.
The app has storage and lets you share, export, edit and search 
for the captured notes / drawings. The ‘paper tablet’ is a 
notebook that mimics the shape and look of a digital tablet. Its 
thick paper provides the perfect surface, and it uses invisible 
NCode technology by NeoLAB Convergence embedded within 
each page, allowing the Moleskine Pen+ to recognise where it is 
inside the notebook. The smartpen has a hidden camera to 
photograph and digitise the work.

Website: www.moleskine.com/microsites/smartwritingset
Price: $199 (Dh730.88)

85999 Security and Safety for allAUGUST 2016



Security And Safety For All booKsSecurity And Safety For All

BESt known for writing the TV show 

Fargo, the author puts together a 

nail-biting plot the starts with a crash 

and then grows into a mystery. One 

summer night, 11 people – most of them 

highly privileged – board a plane from 

Martha’s Vineyard to New York. Within 

minutes, the aircraft plunges into the 

ocean. The only survivors are Scott 

Burroughs, a painter facing tough times, 

and a four-year-old boy, who is now the 

last remaining member of a very rich 

media moghul’s family. In the next few 

chapters, back stories are told and the 

riddle of the crash becomes more and 

Conspiracy theories
title: Before the Fall   
Author: Noah Hawley    
price: $26 (Dh95.50) (Hardcover) 
publisher: Grand Central Publishing      

title: Here’s to Us  
Author: Elin Hilderbrand  
price: $28 (Dh102.84) (Hardcover)
publisher: Little, Brown and Company

three women and a cottage

tHrEE women, all of whom were 

once married to the same man, are 

forced to come together after their 

common ex-husband Deacon, a 

celebrity chef, dies in an accident in 

Nantucket. His last request was that 

his estranged family should come 

together to say goodbye at the 

Nantucket cottage. The women – 

Laurel, Belinda, and Scarlett – have 

spent years avoiding each other, 

but now they must assemble at the 

cottage where they have so many 

memories. They only need to bear 

each other’s company for a few 

thrilling plots, creative tools, and simple wisdom for having more of that very 
important thing: money – get all that by turning the pages 

more complex. Was it just a coincidence 

or a conspiracy? All that Scott knows is 

that now he has a special bond with this 

child.

title: The Girls
Authors: Emma Cline   
price: $27 (Dh99.17)  (Hardcover)
publisher: Random House

doorway to 
uncertainty 
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In the United States at the end 

of the hugely eventful 1960s, 

young Evie Boyd is drawn to a 

group of girls, quite unlike herself. 

She’s fascinated by their air of 

freedom, and the hint of danger 

about them. Evie is especially 

awestruck by Suzanne, an older 

girl. The association draws her 

into a circle that would soon 

become an infamous cult. The cult’s 

headquarters, an isolated farm in 

the hills, is thrilling for Evie. She 

wants to belong, to be treated as an 

insider. But she doesn’t know what 

violence she’s about to encounter 

as she goes deeper into the cult. 

A remarkable debut in the thriller 

genre.

days, but suppressed resentments 

soon erupt in accusations, tears and 

drama.
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title: Homegoing
Author: Yaa Gyasi   
price: $26.95 (Dh98.99) (Hardcover)  
publisher: Knopf

It’S a wonder that stories from Africa 

are not told more often, given the 

continent’s chequered and tumultuous 

history. This debut novel offers readers 

a breathtaking sweep of that past, seen 

through the prism of the fates of two 

women linked by birth. The story begins 

in 18th century Ghana, where two half-

sisters Effia and Esi are born in different 

villages. As adults, Effia lives in a coastal 

castle as an Englishman’s wife, but she 

doesn’t know that her sister Esi is locked 

in the dungeons. From here, they lives 

continue on two continents – Effia lives 

on in Ghana, while Esi is sent to America 

title: Think Simple: How Smart Leaders 
Defeat Complexity Hardcover
Author: Ken Segall  
price: $28 (Dh102.84) (Hardcover)
publisher: Portfolio

avoid 
business 
bottlenecks

tHE author got the idea of the 
book from the letters written to his 
daughter about money and investing, 
amongst other things. Money may 
not be everything in life, but it solves 
a lot of problems, so understanding 
it is critical. The daughter’s response 
was that she knew money was 
important but she didn’t want to 
think much about it. So, that’s when 
the idea came to simplify investing 
money. The simple approach looks at 
the following: 
• Debt: Why you must avoid it and 
what to do if you have it.
• The importance of having ‘f-you 
money’.
• How to think about money.
• Traditional investing and the stock 
market.
• How to invest in a bullish or bearish 
market.
• What kind of investments to be 
wary of. 
There’s a lot in the book about the 
specific American context, so that 
may not work for everyone. But 
there’s a lot of advice that’s universal. 

title: The Simple Path to Wealth: Your 
road map to financial independence 
and a rich, free life  
Author: J.L. Collins
price: $15.99 (Dh58.73)
publisher: CreateSpace Independent 
Publishing Platform

easy ways to 
have more money

Sweep of history

as a slave. The story follows the two 

women and their descendants through 

three centuries of warfare, liberation, and 

modernisation.

UnnECESSArILY convoluted 

thinking often leads to project delays 

and bottlenecks, whereas simple, 

clear thinking could get better results 

faster. Simple offers and schemes 

are understood and appreciated by 

customers and easier to execute 

by employees. Yet, managerial staff 

spend days and days complicating 

things. It takes a leader to cut through 

the knots and create a straight 

path to success. The author had a 

first-hand view of how Steve Jobs 

worked, how he looked at everything 

through the lens of simplicity, and 

made simplicity the core of company 

operations. Inspired by this, the 

author researched more and found 

other companies that have done the 

same. Those measures, methods and 

results are chronicled in this book, 

which might change our very way of 

thinking.
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Movies

The hoTTesT new inTernaTional movie releases 
coming soon To a cinema near you

SUICIDE SQUAD

NINE LIVES

DirecTors: DaviD ayer  
sTarring: margoT robbie, JareD leTo, 
will smiTh, Joel Kinnaman, cara Delevingne, Jai 
courTney 
movie Type: aDvenTure, acTion, superhero

DirecTor: barry sonnenfelD
sTarring: Kevin spacey, chrisTopher walKen, 
robbie amell, Jennifer garner, malina weissman, 
marK consuelos, TeDDy sears 
movie Type: comeDy

After an overdose of the squeaky clean Captain 
America (and other Avengers from the Marvel 
stable who are cynical but basically good), 
here’s a band of anti-superheroes from rival DC. 
The squad is a group of villains in custody of 
the US government, used for carrying out secret 
missions. In the comic books, the Suicide Squad 

Tom Brand (Spacey) is a daredevil billionaire, 
currently building the tallest skyscraper in the 
northern hemisphere. The workaholic rich man 
ignores his family, wife Lara (Garner), daughter 
Rebecca (Weissman) and son David (Amell). For her 
next birthday, the pre-teen Rebecca wants to cat. 
Tom hates cats. But he has no other gift ideas and 
needs one soon. So he pops into a pet store, and is 
sold a magnificent tomcat by the store owner Felix 

THE FOUNDER 
DirecTor: John lee hancocK   
sTarring: michael KeaTon, laura Dern, 
linDa carDellini, paTricK wilson, nicK 
offerman, John caroll lynch
movie Type: biography, Drama

FLORENCE FOSTER JENKINS
DirecTor: sTephen frears    
sTarring: meryl sTreep, 
hugh granT, simon 
helberg, rebecca 
ferguson 
movie Type: Drama

This magnificent drama, with 
its perfect cast, is a faithful 
biopic of a New York socialite 
determined to become a famous 
opera singer. Jenkins (Streep) 
is also possibly the worst singer 
in the world, cosseted by her 
manager Bayfield (Grant) and 
accompanied by the suffering 
pianist Cosme McMoon 
(Helberg). Perseverance takes 
her to Carnegie Hall, where she 
gives a concert now a part of 
American opera legend.

How is it that such a juicy story had never 
told on screen before? In 1950s southern 
California, two brothers, Mac and Dick 
McDonald ran a burger operation that 
caught the eye of Ray Kroc (Keaton), a 
salesman from Illinois. The brothers’ USP 
was speed – they had created an 
assembly line system, the kind used in 
automobile factories at the time, to be 
able to serve food extremely fast. The 
salesman saw franchise potential and 
thus began manoeuvring to take the 
company away from Dick and Mac and 
then create the billion-dollar empire now 
known as McDonald’s.

Perkins (Walken). Tom is taking the cat, Mr 
Fuzzypants, home when his car has an accident. 
Upon regaining consciousness, the billionaire finds 
himself trapped in the body of Mr Fuzzypants. 
Rescued and adopted by his own family, Tom 
begins to get a cat’s eye view of his own family’s 
life. There’s hope yet for returning to his human 
existence, but there are miles to go before that can 
happen.

is so-called because it’s expendable – if the 
villains succeed in their mission, they merely 
buy a little more time, until the next mission; 
and if they fail, then they’re written off. The 
villains are Harley Quinn (Robbie), the Joker 
(Leto), Deadshot (Smith), and an assortment of 
others.
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THE SPACE BETWEEN US KUBO AND THE TWO STRINGS

BEN HUR 

DirecTors: Travis KnighT  
voices: arT parKinson, cary-
hiroyuKi Tagawa, george TaKei, 
charlize Theron, maTThew 
mcconaughey, ralph fiennes   
movie Type: animaTion

DirecTor: Timur beKmambeTov   
voices: morgan freeman, JacK husTon, gal gaDoT, 
Toby Kebbell, nazanin boniaDi, roDrigo sanToro  
movie Type: acTion, Drama, remaKe, perioD

With mankind preparing to colonise Mars, 
Hollywood planting a love story on the 
barren red planet is natural. In this plot, a 
space shuttle embarks on the first mission 
to Mars, only to discover after takeoff that 
one of the astronauts is pregnant. Shortly 
after landing, she dies from complications 
while giving birth to the first human born on that planet. Thus begins the life 
of Gardner Elliot – an inquisitive, intelligent boy who reaches the age of 16 
having only met 14 people. While searching for clues about his father, and 
learning about Earth, Gardner begins an online friendship with a street smart 
girl in Colorado named Tulsa. When he finally gets a chance to go to Earth, 

he’s eager for experiences. But being raised on a planet with a different 
atmosphere means that the boy finds it hard to survive on Earth.

Clever, kind-hearted Kubo 
(Parkinson) ekes out a humble 
living, telling stories to his 
townspeople, including Hosato 
(Takei) and Hashi (Tagawa). His 
quiet existence is shattered 
when he accidentally summons 
a spirit from his past that storms 
down from the heavens to 
enforce an age-old vendetta. 
Now on the run, Kubo joins 
forces with Monkey (Theron) 
and Beetle (McConaughey), 
and sets out on a thrilling quest 
to save his family and solve the mystery of his fallen father, the 
greatest samurai warrior the world has ever known. 

PETE’S DRAGON
DirecTor: DaviD lowery   
sTarring: oaKes fegley, roberT reDforD, oona laurence, 
bryce Dallas howarD, wes benTley, Karl urban   
movie Type: fanTasy, family, aDvenTure, remaKe

For years, the elderly wood-carver Mr 
Meacham (Redford) has delighted local 
children with his tales of the fierce dragon 
that resides deep in the woods. Everyone 
takes them as fantasies until… Grace 
Meacham (Howard), the old man’s daughter 
and a forest range, finds a boy of about ten 
years living in the forest. Pete is a mysterious 

One of those classics that appear impossible 
to remake, Ben Hur has finally been remade, 
after all, and by a director no less than 
action-movie veteran Timur Bekmambetov, 
renowned for making the bullet bend in 
Wanted. Judah Ben Hur (Huston) is a 
merchant prince falsely accused of treason by 
his best friend Messala (Kebbell), an officer in 
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the Roman army. Arrested, separated from his 
family, forced into slavery, Ben Hur overcomes all 
adversities to find freedom and spiritual 
enlightenment. Anyone familiar with the classic 
would be eager to see how Bekmambetov has 
handled the incomparable chariot racing scene, 
and whether the characters have the details 
needed for such a big canvas.

DirecTor: peTer chelsom 
sTarring: gary olDman, 
carla gugino, asa 
buTTerfielD, briTT 
roberTson, bD wong, 
JaneT monTgomery
movie Type: sci-fi, 
aDvenTure

young fellow, with no family, and a friend 
named Elliott. And Elliott just happens to be 
a dragon, a big green one, sort of just like 
the dragon in Mr Meacham’s stories, except 
that he’s more friendly than fierce. With the 
help of Natalie (Laurence), an 11-year-old 
girl, Grace sets out to determine where Pete 
came from.



Can coconuts help quake-hit highrises?

Hedgehogs 
in the park

Scientists look at imitating nature’s unique design to see how to disperse the kinetic energy of the earth
onE of the most useful trees in the world, the coconut palm 

supplies humans with fronds that can be woven, a fruit that’s a 

source of food and water, and tough fibre that can double as non-

polluting fuel. Now its unique shell design could hold the key to 

buildings that might be able to withstand the tremendous energy 

released by earthquakes.

The research into translating the coconut shell structure 

into quake-proof architecture is being carried out by the Plant 

Biomechanics Group of the University of Freiburg. This is part 

of a bigger project named ‘Biological Design and Integrative 

Structures’, and the scientists are collaborating with civil engineers 

and material scientists.

Mainly, they’re looking at how green coconuts save themselves 

from splitting open when the fruits drop from their cluster near the 

crown of the tall palm trees, which can grow up to 30m in height. 

The resilient shell is vital for germination 

of the coconut seed. To protect the 

seed, the fruit has a shell in 

three layers: the 

outer leathery 

tHE cute and spiny animals known as 

hedgehogs appear to be having a good 

time in the German city of Hamburg – 

there’s a thriving population of the little 

creature in the parks, where they look for 

food and friends at night, while escaping 

detection during the day. Their presence 

came to light through research done by 

Lisa Warnecke, who discovered just how 

secretive these little creatures can be. She 

was gathering some data on wildlife in 

urban areas, and found that the hedgehogs 

had adapted to their city surroundings, 

learning to live within a much smaller 

foraging range than they would in a forest. 

Warnecke and her team of undergraduates 

attached temperature-sensitive GPS trackers 

exocarp; a fibrous mesocarp; and a tough inner endocarp 

surrounding the pulp, which contains the seedling. 

When this three-layered fruit drops from a great height and hits 

the ground, it disperses the shock of the impact in such a way that 

the shell remains intact, with hardly a crack. To find out how the 

coconut does it, researchers used compression machines and 

an impact pendulum. Within the endocarp layer, they found cells 

arranged in a ladder-like design, which might be able to withstand 

the bending forces that would cause a rupture. The scientists 

called it “crack deflection.” In architecture, the properties of the 

endocarp could be replicated by arranging textile fibres within 

concrete to enable this crack deflection.

By midnight, they were out in force and 

feeling quite fearless. 

Conservationists see this as a very 

important finding, as the data could lead 

to better protection of the small animals in 

urban spaces. 

to 14 hedgehogs in main Hamburg city and 

in surrounding farms and suburbs. Then they 

tracked the animals for seven to 10 months. 

They found that hedgehogs spent the day 

taking naps in gardens, and then went out 

after people walking dogs had gone home. 

Security And Safety For All

90 999 Security and Safety for all AUGUST 2016

environMent



Light pollution could mean early spring

African Elephant Coalition fears mass 
extinction without total ivory banspring

tHErE’S so much artificial light in the world 

now that it’s fooling even nature. This is the 

finding of a study that sought to establish a 

link between light pollution and the onset of 

spring. 

British researchers used data collected 

by citizen scientists on the arrival of spring 

for about 13 years – from 1999 to 2011. Then 

they matched that with data quantifying 

artificial light, as recorded by the Defence 

Meteorological Satellite Programme’s 

Operational Linescan System during the 

same time period. UK air temperature data 

were also collected. From the analysis of 

these data, light appeared to be the factor 

most influencing ‘budburst’, which signifies 

the end of winter and the beginning of 

longer days with more sunlight.

By looking specifically at four tree 

species, the researchers were able to 

establish a correlation between too much 

BEIng poached at a heart-breaking rate even on protected 

reserves, African elephants have little chance of survival unless the 

world takes a very, very tough stance on the ivory trade. That much 

is common knowledge. In this scenario, an EU decision to oppose 

a comprehensive global ban on the trade has left African wildlife 

officials perplexed and tremendously disappointed.

The global embargo on ivory trade is due to end in 2017. 

Four African countries – Zimbabwe, Namibia, South Africa 

and Botswana – say that the ban shouldn’t be renewed, and 

that it should be replaced with a plan for tusk trading. This is 

opposed by the African Elephant Coalition (AEC) – a coalition 

of 29 African states – which foresees mass extinction of these 

amazing animals in less than three decades unless a blanket ban 

is enforced. 

artificial light and the appearance of the 

first buds. European ash trees, sycamores, 

beech trees, and pedunculate oaks were 

observed, and it was seen that budburst 

happened for these trees about five to 

seven days earlier than usual when the light 

pollution was at a high level. 

But is it such a bad thing if trees 

produce buds early? Scientists believe it 

is. Eric Vandernoot, lab co-ordinator of the 

Florida Atlantic University Astronomical 

Observatory, said that if the buds came too 

early, it affected various phases of the trees’ 

entire life cycle, including that important job: 

dropping the fruit. Artificial lighting disrupts 

nature, and that can’t be good.

While the pro-trade countries plan to push their agenda at the 

Convention on International Trade in International Species (Cites) 

conference in Johannesburg next month (September), the anti-

trade coalition wants ‘Annex I’ Cites listing for African elephants, 

banning any future domestic ivory sale.

In this situation, EU support for a total embargo would’ve been 

very helpful, but in a position paper released last month (July), the 

Union said that rather than a ban, it preferred to see “sustainably 

managed” elephant populations. This comes when African 

elephants are already being killed in huge numbers – a study 

released in August 2014 showed that poachers had killed 100,000 

African elephants in just three years, and that Central Africa had 

lost some 64 per cent of its elephant population in a decade. The 

study, based on Cites data, was published in the Proceedings of 

the National Academy of Sciences.

The EU opposition to a total ivory ban stems from the fact that 

it’s a legal exporter of all the ivory acquired before the creation 

of Cites in 1976, which is when restrictions were put on the ivory 

trade. But conservationists are absolutely certain that forged EU 

documents are being used for illegal ivory sale. 

Patrick Omondi, Deputy Director of the Kenya Wildlife Service, 

said he was “taken aback and disappointed” by the EU stance. 

Azizou El Hadj Issa, president of the AEC’s council of elders, said, 

“Elephants are slaughtered every day, rangers are being killed 

and the trade is fuelling terrorism, which destabilises the continent 

and has huge repercussions for EU security. We need the EU to 

support us and become part of the solution to this crisis.”
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Young fish eat plastic like junk food

Rescued turtles returned to sea

ALL that human trash finding its way into the 

oceans are turning young fish – from larval 

stage – into plastic junkies, in the same way 

that young humans get hooked on to fast 

food. Just like fast food, the plastic stunts 

their development, makes them slower and 

more susceptible to predators. 

Most importantly, the plastic kills the 

young fish before they reach reproductive 

stage, decreasing the chance of 

recovery in fish populations, which are 

already being destroyed by the greed of 

commercial fishing.

The plastic floating around in the oceans 

start disintegrating; and when that happens, 

it becomes even more dangerous, because 

the smaller particles – pieces smaller than 

5mm are called microplastics – then enter 

the food chain, killing marine animals.

A new study published in the journal 

Science shows that young fish like to munch 

on these microplastics, which effectively 

cuts off the nutrition they’d have got from 

natural food sources. The chemicals in the 

plastic are apparently tasty to the fish.

The plastic litter goes into the oceans 

because humans carelessly throw away 

carry bags, water bottles, and other 

packaging materials. Some of it goes 

into the water because of bad sewerage 

systems. Another worrisome source is the 

plastic microbeads used in toiletry items – 

they go down the drains and remain in seas 

and oceans for years.

The study was carried out by observing 

perch larvae, which not only ate the 

microplastics but were in fact addicted to 

them. “This is the first time an animal has 

been found to preferentially feed on plastic 

particles, and that’s cause for concern,” said 

Peter Eklöv, co-author of the study. “Larvae 

exposed to microplastic particles during 

development also displayed changed 

behaviours and were much less active 

than fish that had been reared in water that 

contained no microplastic particles.”

Lead author Dr Oona Lonnstedt, from 

Uppsala University, said, “[The larvae] all had 

access to zooplankton and yet they decided 

to just eat plastic. It seems to be a chemical 

or physical cue that the plastic has, that 

triggers a feeding response in fish.”

AS a part of events marking World Environment 

Day last month, a batch of 25 hawksbill turtles 

were released back into the sea at the Jebel 

Ali Marine Sanctuary in the Ghantoot Reserve, 

Dubai. The turtles had been rescued and put 

through a rehabilitation programme of around 

four months. The released turtles have a much 

higher chance of survival in the open seas 

compared to hatchlings.

Hawksbills – so named for their narrow, 

pointed beak – are a critically endangered 

marine species and vital for the good health of 

coral reefs. 

Ali Saqar Sultan Al Suwaidi, head of the 

Emirates Marine Environmental Group, said that 

the released hawksbills would return to Ghantoot 

later and make nests.

The turtle release was followed by a volunteer 

clean-up of the beach and mangrove planting 

within the reserve. 
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Ecological farming is the way forward

Climate change may intensify dust storms

InDUStrIAL agriculture that brings with 

it heavy doses of pollution needs to be 

curbed, and the world has to go back to 

ecological farming to reverse the damage.

A group “of” leading scientists from the 

fields of agronomy, health, nutrition and 

social sciences said recently that a new 

approach to farming was needed to avoid 

air and water pollution, greenhouse gas 

emissions and biodiversity loss. 

The International Panel of Experts on 

Sustainable Food Systems (IPES-Food) 

published a report saying that instead of 

exploiting vast tracts of land to produce 

feed for animals being raised for slaughter, 

and instead of the crop monocultures 

seen across the world, it was necessary 

to re-orient agriculture and design farming 

around ecological practices. This would 

benefit humans, animals, soil and water. 

This shift would not affect food supplies, 

the report said.  

Industrial agriculture is based on 

chemical fertilisers, pesticides and 

antibiotics – the negative effects are many.

AS the global climate becomes 

increasingly extreme from manmade 

pollution, it raises the spectre of bigger and 

more frequent dust storms in the Arabian 

Peninsula.

This was revealed in a study carried out 

by scientists from Saudi Arabia, Germany 

and Cyprus. They used satellite data to 

study aerosol optical depth, i.e. the ability 

Members in this group of scientists 

have no affiliation to industry, and they 

come from both rich and poor countries 

for a balanced view. “Today’s food and 

farming systems [have] led systematically to 

negative outcomes and vulnerabilities,” said 

IPES-Food. “Many of these problems can 

be linked specifically to the industrial-scale 

feedlots and uniform crop monocultures that 

dominate agricultural landscapes, and rely 

on chemical fertilisers and pesticides as a 

means of managing agro-ecosystems.” 

of airborne particles to absorb or diffuse 

light – over the Arabian Peninsula from 

2000 to 2015. This data showed them 

how much dust and other pollutants were 

in the air. “During the past decade, from 

satellite observations, we know the amount 

of particles has increased dramatically,” 

said Klaus Klingmuller, study co-author and 

researcher at the Max Planck Institute for 

Chemistry in Mainz, Germany. “We were 

able to relate this increase [in particles] 

to the increasingly dry conditions in the 

northern part of the Middle East – in areas 

of Iraq and Syria.”

Drier conditions in the Middle East, as 

a general outcome of global warming, 

would put more dust in the atmosphere, 

but there are so many other factors at play 

that a precise prediction of storms is not 

possible.

Prof. Georgiy Stenchikov, chairman 

of the earth sciences and engineering 

programme at King Abdullah University 

of Science and Technology in Saudi 

Arabia, said that political issues in parts 

of the region had slowed down industrial 

activity, in turn reducing the release of 

man-made pollutants into the atmosphere. 

Pollution from vehicles and factories 

combine with natural particles and this 

blend has unpredictable effects on climate 

phenomena.

The research was published in the 

journal Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics. 
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PUZZLES
Across

1 Pop groupís to perform (6)
4 Pass towards goal, except it goes above the 
goalieís head (8)
10 British painter meets one from Germany (9)
11 Easy clue (5)
12 Catch, with audible relief, one falling from this? 
(7)
13 A leading character elected by America captures 
heart of political Left (7)
14 Australia gets a wicket at start of Ashes (5)
15 The aim of admiring Man United? (8)
18 Girl eats second pudding (8)
20 Could be Lordís defeat ñ bowled out (5)
23 A rule adopted by philosopher mostly (7)
25 High Street shopís first to provide canopies (7)
26 Amours will fail without love (5)
27 Sonís given present to Asian chief ñ a tiger (5,4)
28 Most sleep in possession of vehicle? Thatís 
extremely frightening (8)
29 Filthy place housing referee is squat (6)

Down

1 Desire to succeed confines one to working 
(8)
2 Female lawyers are under some pressure 
(7)
3 Ruffian in Germany having trouble after 
swimming Spree (9)
5 Continuous struggles to get tablets? (7,7)
6 10ís about to embrace officer (5)
7 Foolís name for Latin dance (7)
8 Itís childís play (6)
9 Bans cars from streets, arousing residentsí 
praise right away (14)
16 Catch up with Edward in New Street (9)
17 Rustic cheerfully spends two pounds (8)
19 Entrepreneur, as I appreciate, holds a 
huge area of land (7)
21 Competition winner quietly leaves (7)
22 Omits to include managerís first stints (6)
24 Drinkís very intoxicating at first (5)
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HoroScoPe

what the 
month
has in stoRe

Aries (March 21 – April 19)
Your peace of mind is likely to be disturbed by people who aren’t 
willing to understand things, especially things to do with your 
career choices, even after you’ve explained the priorities clearly. 
This sun sign likes to forge ahead rather than waste time in 

pointless conversations, and annoyance flares up quickly. But it’s best to maintain 
at least a façade of calmness, no matter what you feel inside, because this is just 
a passing phase, and there’s no point in souring relationships if it can be avoided.

Taurus (April 20 – May 21)
You’ll get a great opportunity to leave behind past setbacks and 
embark on a new professional journey. However, keep in mind that 
some of those setbacks were caused by your own stubbornness, 
so you need to leave that behind as well. In this new environment, 
if you can show a willingness to collaborate and step forward 

to help, then you’ll earn more prestige and praise than ever before. It’s vital to be 
attentive to your health; a prolonged bout of illness would undermine your good work.

Gemini (May 22 – June 20)
There may be sudden strife in your personal life, so be 
careful before reacting to matters not to your liking. 
Guard against off-hand comments that may appear to 
be excessive criticism of friends or partners. This phase 

is such that the smallest spark can start a fire. Any problems you cause 
now will linger for a long time. On the career front, the situation will be 
positive, though nothing outstanding is going to happen. Keep your mind 
off petty issues and be generous with colleagues who seek assistance.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22)
Your home life is in danger of becoming too dull, leading to 
a lack of communication among family members. Don’t let 
this situation continue. There’s leisure travel on the cards, and 
if you put in the effort, happiness and vigour will return to 

the family. At work, the situation could be more demanding than usual; it might 
seem unfair but the extra effort will get you noticed by the right people. Take care 
against chronic medical conditions acting up; this isn’t the best time for your fitness.

Leo (July 23 – August 22)
Some of you will be burdened with work projects that 
wouldn’t bring any financial returns, but could be termed 
a learning experience. Do assess these projects after a 
point to see whether the learning alone is worth the 

investment of time, or whether you need to move on. Wasting too much 
effort on these would keep you from more important business; unless you’re 
vigilant, a prize might slip out of grasp. Prolonged absence of family members 
could affect your mood. Listen carefully to colleagues to minimise friction.

Virgo (August 23 – September 22)
Cultivating completely personal interests will prevent you from 
brooding over unavoidable problems that’ll surface any moment 
now. You’ll need inner strength to remain composed in the face of 
this. Cribbing and complaining won’t make the problems disappear, 

but giving yourself psychological relief through creative pursuits will help in dealing 
with them. The worst thing to do at this time is to compare yourself with others and 
feel low about whatever doesn’t seem satisfactory. A buoyant state of mind, on the 
other hand, can lead to major achievements.

Libra (September 23 – October 22)
Those in romantic relationships would find things 
cooling. It’s not a complete break, but could mean a brief 
separation. Divert your emotions by throwing yourself 
wholeheartedly into work, and by starting a skill-building 

course, if possible. There’s much money-related activity ahead for this sun 
sign – how well or how badly it goes will depend partly on happenstance, 
and mostly on negotiation skills. Occasionally, it may seem like you’re losing 
control of finances, but that’s not so. A cool head will sort it all out easily. 

Scorpio (October 23 – November 21)
Those seeking to make their mark professionally have it good 
this month, especially if they’re in fields like product development 
or mass communication, i.e. anything to do with reaching out 
to a large number of people. This normally intense sun sign will 

find it easy to lighten up and converse freely with good humour and confidence. 
If you’re in a new job, seize all opportunities to socialise at work. This will go 
beyond networking, leaving others with a very good impression of your personality.

 
Sagittarius (November 22 – December 21)
A long break from tedious routine is on the cards. You’ll get 
new job responsibilities that’ll help showcase your mettle 
and talent, and raise your profile in the organisation. A 
short holiday is also likely. Those in creative professions 

should see an increase in income, which makes this a good time to plan 
steady investment. This sun sign is perennially optimistic, which often 
makes them neglect the stability of their own finances. Minor health 
issues will persist, but won’t get serious enough to ruin your good phase.

Capricorn (December 22 – January 19)
If you’ve been looking to buy a good property, that quest is 
highly likely to succeed, because this is a great period for real 
estate investors under this sun sign. However, take care to 
look at the fine print, because your luck with money could 

cause a few stumbles. In your personal life, stay in touch with long-time friends 
– you’ll need sage advice on a number of points and only trusted friends can 
make you feel confident enough to take decisions. Work-related travel is likely.

Aquarius (January 20 – February 18)
Disagreement with friends over a joint business venture could 
make you feel very upset and isolated. Don’t let this weigh you 
down. Your friendships aren’t really going to be affected as long 
as you let small things slide. In fact, this is a favourable phase 

for collaborations and teamwork. As long as you can accept that working together 
inevitably means a few disputes, you’ll receive all the support required to ensure 
the success of an enterprise. Careful handling of money is important; large bills 
may crop up.

Pisces (February 19 – March 20)
Some aggressive manoeuvring will be called for at the workplace, 
as you may fall prey to nasty office politics. Make sure not to lose 
the ground you’ve gained through hard work; maintain good 
relations and interact often with seniors who appreciate your 

contributions. Your partner will be very supportive at this stressful time. Postpone any 
big purchases as an adequate financial cushion is vital for self-confidence in a rough 
patch. Treat any new job offer with caution; everything may not be what it seems.
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